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»-ARTICLE XCIV., 


The Sea-Prece, @ narrative, philofophical, and de- 
feriptive Poem. In five Cantos. By J. Kirkpatrick. 
Printed for Robinfon in Ludgate-ftreet. Price 35, 6d. 
bound, 8vo. 


E are as muchvat a lofs as the author of this 
poem, when he owns, Pref. p. 1. that he 
found it difficult to clafs, or entitle it with 
propriety. He juftly adds, * It can by no 

means be term’d Heroic, as~it treats of no important 

aftion nor perfon. Its nature feems neither’ general 
and interefting enough, nor ‘its duration fufficient, to, 
dignify it with the appellation of hiftorical.”” He 
gives other reafons why he could neither call it Pi 
catory, or Nautic ; and owns that, upon the. whole, 

“he is unhappy enough, not to have hit. on,any. 

ingle epithet, of fufficient precifion to charatterife his 

performance ; and finds himfelf reduced to the necefli- 
ty of over-charging his title-page, in fuch a manner, 

a May remind many an experienced reader of the la-. 

bour of the mountain and its coniequence.”” 

As to the occafion that gave birth to this work, he 
tells us that * it was a juvenile voyage, wherein he 


had no manner of employment, and little amufement 
Vor. U. S of 
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of arty other fort. It flept uninterruptedly for a long 
feries of years, in the form of one continued 

of about half the length of alf the prefent cantos 3 at 
length his return from America naturally excited him 
to revife and digeft, as well as;to extend it, by a de. 
{cription of fuch maritime appearances and circum. 
ftanees,-as , occurred to his, maturer obfervation ang 
jodgment.”” fi E WS : 

In another part of his preface, he tells us, * Thar 
when he firft entered. on the fybject, its.apparent no. 
velty’was his principal inducement. He had metwith 
nothing in verfe profeffedly on the occafion, but had 
obferved the fea, fhipping; and-images deduced-from 
maritime circumftances, to be memtion’d rather col. 
laterally and.allufively. by the Claffic'Poets ; or intro- 
duced by way of epifode, and in fubfervience to fome 
principal event, as in the Ody/fey. And he really thought 
it fomewhat furprifing, that the language of a nation, 
productive of.4uch excelient poets, and fo juftly fa- 
mous on the ocean, fhould not hitherto have afforded 
fome poem, profeffedly defcriptive of the various ob- 
jects and: occurrences on an element fo propitious to 
their fame and their happinefs.” ; 

In this preface, the author falls into a digteffion on 
the fimilarity of thoughts and fentiments in diffetent 
authors, writing on the fame fubjects.; and falls heavi- 
Jy on the late charge of Plagiarifm, brought again 
the renowned. Milton ; * whom he juftifics in all his 
imitations of other poets. He thinks. ** there i 
fomething not meerly little, but even abfurd and im- 
mioral in this injuftice to the: memory. of that fublime 
author: And that no perfon qualified to think pro- 
perly of him, could imagine it would coft him, more 
time and ftudy to produce from his own fund, thedlines 
and paffages in difpute, than to tranflate them) from 
another language ; which | conceive, (fays Dr. Kirk 
patrick) mult have given him lefs pleafure too, Be 
fides, a great.and delicate mind could never approyvt, 


* See Review for Fan. p. 239. 
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> After this digreffiqn, which takes up'feveral’ pages; 
the doétor'refurnes thé account of-his poem. 

« The plan itfelf, ays he, is'pérHaps byt too fimple; 
being only ‘a profefs*d derail of ‘a Voyage, attended with 
no ‘plot ‘or cataftrophe, and cdnc)uding as artlefsly, 
in the wfual event of arriviog at our intended ~ port. 
And indeed’ without frequent refleCtions,’ digreffions, 
and tranfitions *, it would 
my ability’ to extend: this putpofed entertainment ‘to 
the length 
granideft in nature, and the few’ vari ties’ of 
our fcene, through all the, diverfities-of, weather and 
climate, muft have been reiterated fufficiently to have 
made a reader on fhore Sea-/ick; within a'work of this 
compafs,: without thefe liberties.” In another p'ace 
he fays, *- Ihave been cauticus in général of over- 
charging the ftyle with fea-cerms ; and yet have ad- 
mitted a few of the moft: common; whete the rejection 
of ther’ would have réendeted it more ftiff and para- 
pie “and thefe, where ic feemed neceffary, I 

ve generally explained,- when they fitft ‘ occur.” 
Thefe fea-terrns have however, in our opinion, greatly 
debafed the‘ ‘dignity of ‘the “author’s poetry : What 
can be more uncouth than the following couplet? 

The reftiff helm refifts; loud horror fttins, 
And fearce the fteerfman hears the mate whocan:. 

No reader of delicacy can pardon the author for in- 
troducing fuch a wretched cant-term, for furely it “is 
no better, as this fame cuns’s which he explaihs in <a 
hotethus’: “ ‘To cum is ‘to’ direét the ‘helmfman fo, 
as to elude by his fteerage, ‘the utmoft fury “of the 
Waves in a ftorm, and take m the leaft water. The 
pilot alfo-cuns the fhip on entring a harbour, or com- 
ing down a difficult river, . 


tho’ the 


* Which we take to be by much the beft parts of his work. 
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hit mult neceffarily torment’ ittelf by, {6 abject and 
onjuft a conduct ; ‘ever fubjected to a'fecrer infaperable 
feptoach, frotn all’ che applaufé' beftowéd on" fach pil 
fered e MAS al Soom + } 
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Buv,as),our bufinefsis.to enter no farther into, th 
snovingh of eubeliay than juk (fat ee aye ae 
penfibly: nseeflary to give fome idea of fuch books as 
cothe under our confideration, we fhall confine our. 
felves.to.a.more general. yiew.of this); and proceed 
immediately to. inform. our. .teaders what ,the/fubjett. 
matter and bufinels of, the POCMMISE 5 pela odT 8 | 
Cant. 1... begins with - an.. invocation, 0, |the..Sea 
Nympbsand Neptune > he then relates.the., out-fet of 
his.voyage, from the port of Be/faf, in Ireland. ‘His 
defcription of their weighing... anchor, and ..putting to 
fea,..is; more poetical than his invocation, He repeats 
a tradition concerning the Cave, a mountain.near Bel- 
faft, which, he has painted in very lively colours, :we 
fhall give the ftory. entire, as. it.is not long. 

Here, .as;tradition’s hoary legend tells, ....... | 

A blinking piper once, with magieyfpells, ......\. 

And {trains beyond a vulgar bagpipe’s found, ... ... 

‘Gather’d the dancing country, wide around.; 
When hither as he drew the tripping rear), — 

(Dreadful.to think, and difficult to fwear!..‘. 

The gaping mountain yawn’d from fide to. fide, 

A hideous cavern, darkfome,. deep, and, wide : 

In. fkipt the.exulting demon, piping loud,........ 

With paffive joy fucceeded by the crowd; .. 

The winding cavern, trembling as he play’d, ;~ 
With. dreadful echoes rung throughout its fhade; 
Then firm, and inftant, clos’d the greedy womb, 

Where wide-born thoufands met a common: tomb. 
Ev’n now.the good inhabitant relates, : 
With ferious horrors their difaftrous fates ; 

_4Aind as the noted fpot he ventures near, 

His fancy {trung with tales, and fhook with fear, 
Sounds, magic concerts in his tingling ear : 

_ With fuperftitious awe, and folemn face, 

‘Trembling he points, and thinks he points the place. * 


* Such another legendary tale is told of fome place in Come 
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‘The’ poet. proceeding on :his voyage,)..palfes by 


‘Dublin, which farnifhes him with a digrefjon,en® that 
‘place; which is foon after.followed, by, another, on 
‘the origin and benct of mountains, A; fafpenfion! of 
the northerly wind, in a, fhort calm, with;an adyerle 
one at fouth, ‘introduces another digreffion.son: the 
winds, The author concludes.this firft canto witha 
pathetical adieu to the thores of Jreland. ' 

Canto IJ. opens with an exordium..on-entring the 
ocean, which may not improperly be given as another 
fpecimen of the author’s poetry. 


Drayton, fweet ancient.bard, his 4/djon fung : 
With their own praife her echoing vallies rung ; 

His bounding mufe o’er ev’ry mountain rode, -, 

And ev’ry river warbled where he flow’d. 

The foft’ring fea, that fecretlyfu!tains, . 

The carelefs verdure o'er Bricannia’s plains 3,, ». 

That props her mountains, rincing through their.ores, 
And fpouts each ftream that curls within, her; fhores 5° 
That warms the cold degrees in which fhe lies, 

Clafps her whole form, and.ev’ry foe defies, - 

That boundlefs realm L:feize, to verfe unknown, |, 
And each imperial billow’s all my own. - 


Thefe lines. are follow’d by, fome refle&tions.on the 
itt appearance of the ocean, when entirely.clear of 
land ; which are fiucceeded. by others -on. the <load- 
lone; among his defcriptions, he does not. forget 
that of obferving the latitude at fea, with thezrationale 
of it. “He‘has likewife a general defcription,.of..fine 
weather at fea; of -a ftorm by day, and at night. and 
a fhort €nquiry into the caufes, and effetts..of rain, 
thunder, and ‘lightning ;. with .confiderations:.on.the 
analogy of gunpowder and artillery with them... This 
canto concludes with bringing the author to the. 
Azores, angr Sos nde te pomcdere ory ' 
Analfis of Canto III. from the author's argument to it. 

Life confider’d as a voyage, Defcription of the dol- 
phin’s chafing the Aying fifh.. The poet tir’d.of the 

: S 3 little 
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little ¥atiety"on the furface of the ‘ocean, by: 
affiftance of Pallas, dives to the unfathomable der 
of the fea; where he difcovers an empire ‘of philof 
phers, and their monarch Halfanax, the genius of the 
ocean, who informs him of their religious and’ political 
fentiments. “ His expedition with the’ genius to the 
centre, which is defcribed, with a brief account of the 
circulation of the fluid of this planet we inhabit, Ir, 
offices in the various bowels of the earth, and its de. 
pofiting the univerfal falt of nature in different bodies, 
which is convey’d to the-ocean again, by floods, rains, 
andrivers. ‘The abfence or infufficience of water, one 
cifpofing caufe to earthquakes, which are defcrib’d, 
with this merry defiance to any who may difpute the 
author’s account, vz. | en a 


a” 5 


I afk the fage, who deems I paint amifs, 

Is fight more certain, or hypothefis ? | 

Let all who doubt my truth, who'd wrong my fame, 
Dive to the centre, and difprove my fcheme. 


This canto clofes with the poet’s petition to his na 
tural. foverei@n, to honour him with an embafly to 
Halfanax.; and afummary account of ‘his paffion for 
the Nereid Hualine. 

Carités four and five are too full of incidents, and 
they too. immaterial, to be here particularized: But 
the aattior has rais’d and render’d them ‘not. unworthy 
the reader’s attention, by the frequeney and appolitt 
nefs of his moral, philofophical, and, formetimes 
humorous reflections. He finifhes ‘his voyage with 
-eafting anchor in the bay of Cbarles-Town, Sa 
_ Carolina, We thall conclude this article with the ale 

gorica ‘reflection which ‘clofes the whole of ‘this. p* 
“ Formance ; | | 


Thus when the final voyage, life, is o’er, 

And ‘the laft ftorm reveals the dreary. fhore 5... 
- Whither with every wind and breath we tend, 
Where earthly joys, and pains, and profpects -— 
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May the fole Gop, that good and awful pow’r, 


Who bids the heav’ns and oceans fmile or low’r ; 
Whole might immenfe, involving boundlefs fcenes, 
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All fov’reign wills, all-merciful fultains, 


Defend mic thro’ the vaileys dark and foul, 
Jrradiate hope and ¢omfort o’er my foul ; 

And, when I’ve fhot the dreadful gulph, difplay, 
The nightlefs regions of celeftial day: 


Where freed from many a vice, and ev’ry crime, 


Jn {tenes furpaffing thought, furviving time, 
Merit immenfe to juftice may atone, 
And grace my foul with virtues not my own! b 





—_ 


ARTICLE XCV. 


A Difcour fe on Government and Religion, calculated for 
the Meridian of the 30th of January. By an Inde- 
pendanf®8v0. Price 1s, Printed for Roberts. 


HE fpirit of liberty runs very high in this 
piece ; which thofe who differ from the author 
in principle muft allow to be written with no {mall 
force of language and argument; tho’ on the other 


hand, it muft be acknowledged, that he is faulty 


in both thefe refpects: For his diction fuffers by his 
perpetual jingling and affectedly playing off the fame 
words over and over again, even in the fame fentence ; 


and his reafoning is too frequently interrupted by dog- 


ma’s, and an air of virulence on the face of every 
page, Every moderate man, however (exclufive of 


‘thofe who think with our author) will, we are per- 
‘faded, find himfelf @rongly inclin’d, from a perufal 
‘ofothis tra, to grant that he has very well fuftained 
"his caufe, and fupported his argument with many great 


and {triking truths. » He frequently appeals to facts, to 
reafon, and to feripture’s and has given a concife  bif- 


torical deduction of the-fteps: by which Charles 1. was 


S4 brought 
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brought to his untimely end: His principal point ig 
to prove that prince a very wicked tyrant, andas juftly 
the object of exemplary punifhment, as any fubjed 
who infringes the laws of his country. \ 

In the advertifement of this pamphlet, mention js 
made of a preface relative to the altering the Com. 
mon-Prayer to pleafe all parties. His icheme, in this 
preface, which is but two pages, is, that no alteration 
at all be made in the book, but the ufe of it: not to 
abolifh a fyllable or ceremony of it, but to let it re. 
main juft as it is. ** Let every parifh-prieft, fays he, 


‘either ufe the whole, or leave out what part he pleafes, 


or lett it all alone, not allowing him to introduce any 
mew ceremonies, which would be a leading towards 
popery. For, fays he, how can any one pray or teach, 
according to the beft of his jadgment, in the fincerity 
of his confcience, that is denied the I'berty of it, 
Upon the rock of private judgment and liberty ‘of 
con{cience, ftands the reformation.”” — He adds fome 
good remarks on this head, which we have not room 
to infert. 





—_ 


ARTICLE XCVI. 


A Differtation on Comedy. By a Studed¥ at Oxford, 89. 
Price 1s. Printed for T. Lownds, ia Exeter- 
Exchange. 


H AT the author of this piece. is really a fw- 

dent, or at leaft a very young writer, no-one 
will be led to doubt, from a perufal of his performance, 
the ftile of which is light and brifk, carrying with it 
all the marks of a juvenile pen, As for the fentiments, 
he has not given us many that appear to be his own; 
having made too good an ule of his reading, not t0 
be able to fill up a twelve-penny. pamphlet, , without 
the trouble of much thinking or reflecting. Drydet’s 
prefaces and preliminary eflays to his plays, with other 
pieces of that. kind, ‘of which enough are to ‘bexmtt 


with, 
#C Ravit, whe Jagd bub a few weet 4 tub 
never ettand. Se He Mote, po 239° 








For FEBRUARY, ‘1750. 265 


with, are of great fervice to fuch forward writers as 
gut ftudent 5 who’ is‘ likewife the author of an effay 
ontragedy, publifh’d about a-year ago; and: which 
confifts of little more than a few extracts mF i 
tions. | 





— 
—— 


ARTICLE XCVIL 


Navicatio Bairannica: Or, A complete Syftem of 
Navigation, in all its Branches; both with regard to 
Theory and Praétice. Containing Geometry, Plane 
and: {pherical Trigonometry, Ajftronomy, and the Doce 
trine of ibe Sphere. Sailing by the Plane Chart, middle 
Latitude, Mercator’s Chart, and by the true Figure of 
the Earth; with the Conftrutiion and U/e of a-true 
Sea-Chart, whereby the Errors attending the. other 
Projeftions are avoided. The Nature of Currents, 
Lee-way, Variation of the Compafs, &c. and the fe- 
veral Difficulties refultinz from them, with regard toa 
Ship’s Reckoning, particularly confidered, _The'Methad 
of keeping a Fournal at Sea, in an accurate and. metho- 
dical Manner, freed from the many Perplexities which 

_ b00 often attend the common Method. The. Defcription, 
Confiruction, and Use of the feveral Inftruments necef- 
fary in Navigation. The Method of finding the feveral 
Cycles, Epatis, moveable Feats, Times of >High- 
water, &¢, with the Conftrmétion and Use of an uni- 
verfal Tide-table. The Nature, Conftruction, and Uje 
of the Tables of Logarithms, Sines, Tanzents, Secants, 
&c. both natural and artificial , together with thofe of 

meridional Parts both tothe Spheroid and Sphe To 
which is added, The Method of furveying and grawing 
Maps or Charts of Harbours, Rocks, Shoals; . &e. 
By J. Barrow, late Teacher of the Mathematics on 
board.the Royal Navy. Quarto, 424 Pagesy ani%2 
Copper-plates, -befide- Dedication, Preface, and; Table: 
of Contents. Printed for Mount and Page. Price 
bound 7s. 6d, onstage 
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S the foregoing title-page is very full, and eg. 
A preffive of the feveral parts of this treatife, and, 
at the fame time, fufficiently declares its ufefulnefs, jp 
will be needlefs for us to be more particular in eny. 
merating the various branches comprehended in it, 
~~Treatifes on this fubject, efpecially thofe written by 
practical authors, are generally a mere confufed af. 
femblage of rules, without method or demonftration, 
‘but in this performance, the author, from a -few: {elf 
evident principles, and in a methodical and _perfpi- 
cuous manner, leads the learner, as it were, by the 
hand, thro’ a gradual afcent, till he becomes a.com. 
‘plete mafter both of the theory and practice of the 
whole art. \ 

We would, with pleafure, have given our readers 
extraéts from the feveral parts of this ufeful perform. 
cance, ‘had not a number of geometrical figures been re- 
quifite ; which is inconfiftent with the nature of our 
plan. We fhall therefore principally confine ourfelves 
to Seét. 14. Chap. 8. which treats of failing’ by the true 
figure of the earth. 4 
‘The author, in the beginning of this feétion, \ob- 
ferves, That * as the defign of it is to teach the young 
navigator the method of conftructing a true fea-char, 
and to perform the feveral problems of failing by it, as 
alfo‘to point out the errors which attend the feveral 
projections yet extant, it will be requifite that»he be 
thoroughly fatisfied of the truth of every thing we:thall 
advance on this head ; and therefore we fhall, in the 
firft place, fhew him the reafons which induced the 
mathematicians to believe that the earth was not aitrue 
“fphere, and the methods they have taken to determine 
“its true figure to the. greateft exaétnefs, rere 
** In the year. 1672 Mr. Richer. going to Cayenat, in 
order to make aftronomical obfervations, ‘found, ‘that 
his pendulum clock, which at Paris had been-#eg 
“Jated to.the mean motion of the fun, when carried © 
that ifland, which is about five degrees diftant from the 
equator, loft every Day 2 Minutes 28 Seconds. At 
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. his return he reported this experiment; and as ic 
{- ‘to be of great importance, it immediately ea- 

i, ‘gaged the attention of the mathematicians. : 
it 

}- 





But they prefently perceived, that the flownefs of | 
the pendulum muft proceed from a diminution of the 
i of gravity, and confequently, thar it was lef at 


y Cayenne than at Paris. For when a pendulum of a 
: clock departs in its motion from the perpendicular, the : 
3 force which caufes it to return is gravity ; whence it 
t follows, that the greater the degree of gravity is, the 
l- quicker its motion will be, and vice ver/a. And as 
¢ . 
the motion of the pendulum was flower at Cayenne than 
j at Paris, the preflure of gravity muft be lefs.”’ 
. "The author then fhews, that the earth mutt be of 


an oblate fpheroidical figure, that is, flatten*d at the. _ 
poles; and ‘gives the method taken by Newton and 
Havecet to:determine this important problem, which, 
‘as Mr. Barrow obferves, had probably never been ac- 
‘curatély folved, had it not been for the oppofition 
which the calculations of thefe two great mathemati- 
‘clans met with ftom Cafini. This curious gentleman, 
from fome menfurations he had made in France; af- 
ferted, that the figure of the earth was directly con- 
6 ‘trary to that which refulted from the theory of Sir 
Tfaac Newton’; that is, inftead of being’ an odlate, was 
| -alprolate {pheriod. 
After the author has explained the reafons why, if 
i the length of the degrees of-the meridian lengthen from 
the equator -towards the poles, the figure of the earth 
“muft be that-of an oblate fphefoid, and the contrary, 
he gives us an extract of Maupertuis’s book on the-true 
figure of tie earth. And after premifing feveral theo- 
rems which refult from the nature of the ellipfe, he 
adds, ** By the help of. thefe,.theorems we can‘find 
whatever relates to the figure -and magnitude of ‘the 
earth 3 and as r, the radius of curvature, willcheacre- 
quifice data, we fhall firft fhew: how, it may-bé. found to 
any latitude, the. Jength of a degree in that latitude 
being given ; which may be performed inthe fallow- 
WZ Manner, Let i= the lepgth of a degree of the. - 
meridian, 


we foe oOo TFT aS = 
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meridian,then i it will be 3,1416:1 3: 360%: ar: ; 180i: 7, 
Therefore r= yuri REpr whence in the latitude 66 : 

oh EOE 16° deg, 
20 min: at Lapland, the radius of the curvature will 
bye pan 80% 5743799 


351416 





toifes, and in-the latitude, of 


180X56925,7 
3514.16 

glifo miles thofe radu are r= 3994, andr=3958,4, | 
We are now prepared to find the value of » 


pote: : 

(= wines ~~ ) or the ratio 2* to u*, that is, of 
Ki ' 

Yr tiss-——r (tss 
CQ_to CP. In order to which we have 7,5,¢, for 66° 
20° at Lapland, and r,s, t, for the latitude of 49% 22’ in 
France. . For r being = 3994, and r= 3958,4, ‘and 
by multiplying their refpective logarithms by two, and 





49 deg. 22 min. r= toifes ; or in Bp 





i their products by three, we find = 25157 


andr =2 50,33 and becaufe the radius is equal to'1, 
the natural fecant of 66° 20 is=2,4911874 ; whofe 
log. is 0,3964064, which being multiplied by 2 will 


be=0,7928128=6, 204, whencet® Sicz 155259 3 ; and 


5 


by the fame method r ss= 59365 alfor £t5s=:3090,1, 
15529-5936 _ 
3090, 12109 ~ 


» Then by extracting the (quare root we get 


atid 2 ttss=2109. - Therefore =; 


95953 9 nu 
g8i,1 . 
91923 R-. When it will be Z2UL. 13, «3205 
30,972:2CQ: cP. se 

Mr. Barrow procéeds to the folution of piri other 
theorems,’ and finds the diameter of: the equator 


=7942,2° miles; and the axis of the earth = 785254 
miles 5 
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miles ;. whence the diameter of the, equator exceeds the 
axis. by 89,9,.or:almoft 90 miles. ie 

He then fhews the method of finding the length of 
aidegree of the meridian in any latitude, and adds a 
table of the Jength of the arches of the meridian to the 
fpheroid, in minates of the equator, with its ufe. in 
failing under a meridian, . Alfo the method of con- 
firucting a table’ of meridional parts of the {pheroid ; 
and fhews itsufe'in conftruéting a true fea, and of per- 
forming the feveral problems of failing ‘by. it, in,an 
eafy and perfpicuous manner... And after pointing out 
the errors. which flow. from fuppofing the, earth a true 
fphere, he. adds, *¢ In all, latitudes lefs than.28 deg. the 
plane-chart is-nearer the truth than Mercator’s, for 
from oo deg. to 20deg, the, meridional diftances of 
Mercator exceeds thofe on the-plane-chart, and, thofe 
lat exceeds the truth. . From 20 deg. to 28 deg. the 
defect of the meridional diftances on the plane-chart, is 
lels than the excefs of Mercator’s... Whence it. follows, 
that there is as much.reafon, now for correcting the f{ea- 
charts.as formerly, at leaft for about a third part of the 
quadrant.” . 

“ The errors we have pointed out, continues the 
author, certainly. deferve the utmoft atcention.; jand if 
the navigator does not at prefent perceive, all the ad- 
vantages it is of to him, that the figure of the earth is 
determined, it is not the fecurity which he has from 
other, means, that -hinders him from. knowing all its 
Importance, but the multiplicity of his dangers. He is 
expofed to many other errors, as to the direétion of 
his courfe, and the velocity of his thip ; among which 
the.errors which-arifeth from his ignorance of the figure 
of the earth, is confounded and loft: However, it is 
always.one more-fource of error; and fhould the other 


Principles of navigation be brought to perfection (which 


is Very poffible) it will be found of the utmoft import- 
ance to the mariner, that the true figure of the earth is 


determined. 


It’ is true, that the figure of the fpheroid renders 
eegraphy and navigation more difficult than it was, 
upon 
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upon a fuppofition that the earth was'atphere.: Bie 
difficulty fhould never deter us from: trath.; for 
it produce a prejudice of any kind, -ir-fhould inelindiis 
to believe, that trath’ lies on the fame ‘fide with difts 
culty, it being generally more difficult to: arrive 4 
truth than to fall into error. . ; idea 
However, thefe difficulties will fall: to ‘the thare of 
the learned ; for we have fhewn, ‘that praétical rales 
may be drawn from the figure of the fpheroid, which 
as fimple and eafy as thofe drawn frony the fphete.’*0' 
We.fhall conclude this article with giving’ the readep 
an extract of what the author fays, in the beginning’of 
chap. 9. where he fhews the method of furveying and 
drawing maps or charts of harbours, €¥c. a thing,*a 
he obferves, of the utmoft importance, tho’ negleéted 
by all the writers in navigation. ‘ And, perhaps) tp 
this neglect, fays the author, may in forme meafute be 
imputed the numrberlefs errors which ‘abound in the 
draughts of harbours, &¢. in our common ‘fea-charts; 
for as the feamen in general are not acquainted with 
furveying, and delineating maps, they are, confequent. 
ly, incapable of correcting thofe draughts, or ob eu 
the world with more accurate perfofmances. We thall 
therefore in this chapter endeavour to fupply the dé 
fects of former writers, by giving ‘the young navigi- 
tor fuch inftruétions, which, if carefully obferved; wil 
render him capable either of correéting the-errors inthe 
maps already extant, or delineating others’ in'a mor 
accurate manner.” 2a jp 
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ARTICLE XCVIIL 





Two Queftions, previous to Dr. Middleton’s free En 
pn impartially confidered: By Dr. Sykes. Prinitd 
for J. and P. Knapton, 8vo. Price 25, od 


N this performance, the learned and ingenious 
author does not concern himfelf with the conte 
verfy betwixe the Reverend Dr, Mipp.eToN ‘i 
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bis adverfaries, about the continuance of the miracu- 
powers in the Church of Chrift. _ His defign is to 
the credibility of the miracles done by Chritt 
and-his Apoftles; apprehending, that, if the. mira= 


cles of the gofpel be once fecured, a man may be. al- 


lowed to be a Sincere Curistnan, who doubts of, 
greven denies, many a miracle reported by either, an 
antient or modern hiftorian, | 
_ Before he.enters upon what he had principally in 
views he firft enquires into the grounds upon which the 
aedibility of miracles in general, is founded; and 
ebferves, that, where-ever things owt of the common 
wurfeof nature are told, they are in; themfelves liable 
to doubt and fufpicion ; and as they are rather incredible 
than.credible-at the firft view, every one has.a right to 
examine and fee, whether there is not fome magnify~ 
ing of incidents, or fome: fraud made ufe of, which 
weare not able immediately toaccount for. ** Hence, 
fiys he, a neceffity arifes of examining into the po/- 
fiility, or the probability of faéts reported: And it is 
on all hands allowed, that where one. fees an impoffibility 
of any fact, there all affent ought to be denied; 
where one fees no impofibility im the nature of. the 
thing, there a high degree of improbability will, produce 
the fame effect. Now this is certainly the method.of 
proceeding in all common cafes; indeed in all, except 
where miracles are concerned. Bat in this particular, 
mere improbability of the thing is not deemed fufficient 
todeftroy all credit ; but one mult confider either the 
impoffibility of the things being done, or its ab/urdity, 
of its being usworthy the interpofition of Providence, 
orof any fuperior intelligent-being, who may be fup- 
pofed to act in fuch a cafe, or fome fuch reafon, in ot- 
der to determine its incredibility,?” 

He then lays before his readers an account of feveral 
popif> and ancient beathen miracles, attefted with all. 
the:circumftances. of perfons,. times, and places, in or- 
det to thew what nonienfe aad-abfurdity has-been, ob- 
tuded on the world under the pretence of biftory ; 
aad'that the hiftorian, who may. be credited in ordinary 
occur- 
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occurrences, is not'to be trufted or believed’ withoug 
ftriét’ examination; ‘where he relates extraordinary 













facts. ek . a. 
~-tAfcer this he proceeds to lay:down general 
whereby’ the ‘probability of facts may be determined, 
so What is uftally ‘faid in behalf of the miracles:dong 
in the ages of the beft authority (fays he) is, that they 
are related by men of piety, of abilities, and integrity, 
Let this have all the weight it deferves; but when a 
fact is fuch, as we never faw, nor ts it poffible forany 
man by-his ordinary powers to do, the common 
of veafoning is, firft to try it by experience; andifiwe ' 
find no agreement to that, then to fee for a reafon, :or 
to make a judgment upon circumftances, from whence 
the probability of fuch miracle may appear. Letus 
therefore confider the general rules, by which. we de. 
termine the probadility of facts. 1. If we perceives 
thing impofible in its nature, no teftimony, no author | ) 
rity whatever, is fufficient to make it be believed tobe . 
really done ; and whatever it is that is done, wilhal. : 
ways be imputed to art or trick, 2. If athing be | 
poffible; and, yet we find in experience, that it never or 
feldom happens ; or that we ourfelves, or others, have 
never, or fcarce ever heard, or found it to happen, we 
give our afient to witneffes, who affert fuch a thing, 
with great difficulty. 3. lf a fact be extraorde : 
nary, and what does not come within the verge of our t 
experience, or that of others, who are contemporary t 
with us ; yet if we are able to fee a good reafon, why 1 
fuch a fac? fhould be done, we may give good credit n 
to it. Or, if an extraordinary fact has been done, of g 
the truth of which we are convinced; ‘we may judge @ P 
like fa& to be probable, if a like reafon appears, » Buti p 
ht 
Cc 













































a like faé be reported, and a like reafom does not ap 

pear, then we may conclude the faét to be improbabl 

and we ought not to give any credit to it.— 4. Iedos , 
not hence follow, that God never does. interpofe ms Ti 
manner extraordinary, where we perhaps cannot fe § di 
the reafon of his interpofition: but the probability of his fa 
not interpofing in fuch manner is fuch, that the credit 











es 


7." @ 


BFF ss Basa as 


Qn as 


no weep eo e oe ee es 8 eee ee 


For FEBRUAR x, 1750. 295 
pfwitnefies muft be able io counterbalance_ the impro- 
hability Of {uch his interpofition, before’ we can affent 


it, ae Fee 

Having laid down thefe general rules of judging 
concerning the credibility of extraordinary things that 

pen, our author obferves, that we muft form a 
idgment about the credibility of perfons, as well as 
things, in order not to be deceived. ** And here, fays 
heya witnefs of any faét muft have opportunity of 
examining it: he mult be faithful in relating it: he muft 
not be biafs’d by znfereff, or party; he muft not be 
credulous: he miuft have abilities to fearch out the 
truth, Again ; if a man be ari eye-witne/s of any fact, 
and has the qualities juft now mentioned, he deferves 
the fiz? degree of credit. If a perfon relates, what an 
tye-witnefs tells him,’ he has a /effer degree of credit 
due tohim. He ftill has. a ower degree, who relates 
only what zbey fay, to whom eye-witnelles have made a 
feport.. And as for thofe who colleét from others 
what they have faid, and thus compile a hiftory of facts, 
their credit depends upon their judgment in rejecting, - 
ce what has appeared to them to be true or 

e. 

There is another rule, of great importance to form 
our notions of credibility ; and that is, if enemies, as 
Well as friends, concur in resting the fame fac. In 
this cafe there arifes a degree of probability, ‘which 
thakes a relation of any faét very credible ; for enemies 
would certainly deny (if they had any ground for de- 
nial) whatever is reported to their prejudice, The 





general rules of probability being thus laid down, muft 


allof them, or bow many, or which of them, be ap? - 
plied to make an extraordinary event appear credible ? 
No doubt, if many of tliefe circuriftances concur, thé 
probability may rifeto fuch an height, as to amount to 
conviction. But if it fhould happen, that the credibi- 


lity of perfons thould be to be weighed againft the cre- 


dibility of things, there may remain grounds for doubt, 
and fifpicion and affent may be with-held without any 


Jolt charge of fcepticifm. 


Vor. II, T Let 
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Let us now fuppofe a fact to be related, improbable 


in itfelf, becaufe we have never found in our own ex- 

perience, or in that of others, any fimilar inftance ; 

nor have ever heard or feen.any man able.to do what is 

faid to be done. A fu/picion prefently arifes, and 

lies againft the man who relates it, however faith/ul 

the relator may be, and even credible in all other ip- 

ftances.. Nor will his.ability, or fuppofed honefty, or» 
his being even an eye-cwitne/s, totally remove the jea- 

Joufy of fraud, or impofition, or trick ; becaufe the 

improbability of the thing outweighs any affurance that 

we can have of perfonal qualities. It is not therefore’ 
unufual for men to be guilty of a double miftake in ar- 

guing on this head ; they firf confider only the credi- 

bility of perfons ; and if they find them able and banef, 

they do not confider the incredibility of the sing : and 

then, what is as ufual, they reafon from the teftimo- 

' pies, e.g. of Livy, or Tully, or Caefar, in a pure_cre- 

dible matter, to the cafe of the teftimony of others, in 

matters in their Own na'ure incredible. What 1. mean 
is this: they argue, that we have moral evidence for the 
truth of thé facts related by Livy or Cefar; and we 
believe them: and then they add, we have the fame 
moral evidence for the facts related by St. Mattbew,. or 
St. Fobn. But they feem not once to take it into their 
thoughts, that ‘every body makes a difference in. the 
fime hillorian, betwixt what he relates as a common na- 
tural fa, which is like to what we fee, or hear fre- 
qucn.ly from others ; and what is related as miracne 
lous, to which we fee nothing fimilar. Accordingly 
men often reject what is related of this kind, as fabu- 
fous and inredible, how much deference foever, they 
may pay to an author in other matters,” 

_ Atter having confidered the grounds. upon, which 
the credibiliry of miracles, in general, is fotinded, and 
fhewn, that human teftimony, how much foever it S 
valued in common cafes, has not an equal deference paid 
to it in miraculous ones; the author proceeds to his fe- 
cond queftion, and inquires into the grounds upon 

ae which 
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Which the miracles of the gofpe! in particular ate cre- 


due. . 

raid here, before he entérs upon the principal point 
he had in view, he. inquires, what evidence our Sas 
¥viour’s miracles afford of his being the Chrift. ** And 
the reafon of this is (fays he) that miracles, confidered 
a3 fuch, are no proof of any thing, but of extraordi- 


wary power , or that the perfon who does them is af- 
ited | by fomé being fuperior to aan, But power does 


for imply rath , nor does it follow, that he who can 


exert the greaceft ftrength, will therefore exert the 
greate(t veracity. How therefore does that follow, 
which our Saviour fays of hhimfelf, she works shat I do, 
bear witne/s of me, that the father bath fent me ? 

~* To thew this confequence, I mult obferve, that 
the cafe of our Saviour was the cafe of one forétold, 
and in a very femarkable manner defcribed, and of 
whom many particulars had been mentioned in the 
prophets, from the days of Mo/es to thofe of Malachi, 
All thefe were to agree in the perfon of the Chrift ; 
and were as tefts, by which he might be known. with 
certainty whenever he fhould appear. They. were the 
criteria by which he might be known; and without 
which no one could.affume that title,. There was then 
tobe a concurrence of aif thefe in any perfon who 
fhould claim to be the Chrift'; and fuch concurrénce 
wou'd manifeft him to be what he pretended to be. 
But as a part only of them were fulfilled in our Sa- 
viour during his life, and fome were to be fulfilled in 
his death, and feveral more. after his death, and hs 
death being that neceffary link in the chain by which 
all was held together ; hence it was that he appeakd 
to his works, in evidence that his father had fent him : 
And hence it was, that after his refurreétion he faid 
tO his difciples—O fools and flow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets bave fpoken. Be it fo then, 
that miracles, in general, are no arguments of any 
thing but power ; yet when any particular miracle is 
applied in atieftation of a perfon to whom many 
Mlara€ters belonged, and in whom fomé were already 
T 2 ful- 
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fulfilled, and others would in due courfe of time be 
fulfilled ; the miracle proves the attefation of fome 
being, fuperior to man, to the truth of the thing 
aflerted. The miraculous interpofirion has the ad 
ditional force of /upernatural authority recommendin 

and preffing the verbal teftimony of him who does 
the miracle. Or, fuppofing the revelation to be of 
fome future event, or of any fact not dilcoverable by 
any human means; the probability of its trath rifes pro- 
portionably to the fuppofed knowledge of the re- 
vealer, manifefting himfelf by fuch external fign, 
For it feems natural to conclude, that beings fuperior 
to man have greater. and more extenfive views, and 
more enlarged capacities ; and may {fee farther. into 
futurity, and in courfe may know more than we do: 
and if they prove by extraordinary evidence, _ that 
they are prefent to, and co-operate with, any man, the 
probability will always be that they declare the truth, 

‘© Apply thisreafoning to the works of Chrift, which 
carried plain and evident marks of. a. fupernatural 
power, ‘They were arguments to prove, that he was 
the Chrift, though he had not yet fulfilled all that the 
prophets had ‘aid about him: And they were proofs 
that his father had fent him.” 

Having fhewn that Jefus was the Chrift from the 
miraculous works which.he performed, our author 
proceeds to obferve, that the argument for the truth 
or credibility of the miracles of Chrift and the apoftles, 
not only has all the advantages which .the argument 
for any other hiftorical fact has, but, has likewife an 
additional ftrength, which almoit all other, paft fas 
are deficient in. 

‘* Firft, fays he, they have the atteftation of men of 
probity and integrity, that many facts were done by 
them, which were fuperier to any powers of men. Not 
only Fefes of Nazareth did truly many figns in the 
prefence of his cifciples, but many wonders were 
cone by the apoffles in his name, and bya power. de- 
rived from him. All the topics taken from fufficient 
information, ability to know, and honefty to Bi 
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die perfecutions they underwent for the truth of their 
teftimonies; their confcioufnefs of the heinous crime 
of lying’; “their preaching conftantly thir account- 
ablenefs to God for all their a€tions ; and their fenfe of 
the juftice of their damnation, who did evil that good 
might come of it; their leaving all things, their ex- 
pofing’ themfelves to all forts of hazards and incon- 
yeniencies for the fake’ of Chrift; in fhort, every to- 
ic that tends ‘to confirm the truth of the things 
which the firft difciples of Chrift wrote or taught, has 
here its fulleft trength. “Whatever then ts urged from 
the credibility of eye-witneffes, who were well inform- 
ed, and hada difpofition to’ relate the truth, ‘muft 
neceffarily be ‘allowed to have its full weight, and is 
vipable of being urged in the ftrongeft manner in be- 
half of the chriftian miracles. 

But it may’be replied to this, That we meet with 
other miracles which ftand upon this foundation, and 
have the fupport of credible witnefles, viz. of pious, 
good honeft vouchers, which yet are rejected as falfe. 
Be it fo; I therefore add, 

Secondly, ‘That the enemies to chriftianity have born 
their teltinionies to the miracles of Chrift;-as well as 
the friends of the gofpel; and confequently the truth 
ofthe gofpel does not depend folely upon the tefti- 
monies of men that may be charged, or pretended to 
a ~ de: with credulity, or folly, or even forgery it- 
af. 

Thirdly, The miracles of Chrift have a peculiar 
evidence, which is ftrictly conclufive to any one that 
will attend. If we ourfelvescan /ee, and be as certain 
a our fenfes can make us, that our Saviour and his 
apoftles were under the influeuce of a power vaftly 
luperior to that of any man, then we ourfelves may 
fe a teftimony equal to what we can defire, concur- 
ing with the teftimony which we have from both 
friends and enemies ; and’giving a degree of ‘credibi- 
lity, which the miracles of all other perfons are de- 
f@tive in. Ido not by this mean to. affirm, that all 
Other miracles are fiitious : Nor would! be underftood, 
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as if ail others were to-be condemned as falfe, except 
thofe that fhe Scripture mentions, | enter not into 
that queition, They may, at leaft fome of them 
may, be what-their relators have faid about them; 
And if the evidence given be fuch as ‘fatisfes a rea~ 
fonable enquirer, he ought to acquiefce, and admit 
them to be true. But if, on che other hand, the at. 
teftation be fuch as leaves the mind aadbious and fufpj. 
cious, or wnujalisfed, they may be rejected without 
any miichief; and yet the miracles of the apoftles, 
and of their mafler, may be maintained as certain and 
true ; which ts all that I am concerned to make good, 

To fhew then the credibility of the miracles of 
Chrift, it is neceflary to obferve, that no human pow- 
er can, or does extend to the foretelling future events: 
And if any man can precifely determine what fhall 
happen at any given diftance of time, or can tell the 
circumftances of actions, or even actions themfelves, 
many years, or many hundred of years before they 
come to pafs:—Such man mutt be affifled with a 
degree of knowledge greater than ever falls to the 
lot of common men, 

Now the new teftament affords us many inftances of 
this fort of knowledge in Fe/us Chrift ; and his apoftles 
had the fame fort of knowiedge conimunicated to them; 
and fo had Mojes and the propbets the fame, E. G. The 
deftruction of Ferufalem was foretold, the prefervation 
of the Fews amicit all the perfecutions and hatred they 
every where Jie'under: the dlindnefs that has bappened 
to them: the apoftafy that has been in the church of 
Cirift ; the coming of the man of fin, who as Ged fitteth 
in the temple of God, feewing bim/felf that be is God: the 
perfecuting [pirit, and that dominion over the Lord’s he- 
yitage, which was to be the mark of that idolatrous 
power which was to arife, Thefe, and a great 
many other things, have been fereteld by our Saviour 
and his apofties ; and the event has exaétly verified the 
pred:ction, | 

. I mention not feveral other things foretold in the 
Scriptures, plain, eafily intelligible, exprefs, sot liable 
CO 
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tp) be charged with being forged after the events. Now 
we ourfelves fee thele predi@icus’atually fulfilled : and 
weare certain, that thofe who could forete/ fuch won- 
derful events, muft have been under the influence of a 
wer fuperior to thatof man. Suppofe now, that the 
men who fo truly foretold things to come, are faid by 
wedible witneffes to have worked miracles; the attefta- 
tion inftantly becomes credible, becaule we ourfelves 
are fure that they were under a fupernatural extraordi- 
gory power : a power able and fufficient to produce the 
miracles they are faid to have performed. 
Ido not from hence infer (nor indeed can any one 
juftly infer) that all miracles are forged or couulerfett 
that are zot attended with prophecy ; but, (which is all 
that I want to prove) that thofe are credible that are 
accompanied with it. They who fee a miracle done, 
are as fure as their owm eyes can make them, of the 
myth of fuch a fact. But thea the teftimony of eye- 
wilnefes, or the report of fuch to others, may be per- 
haps doubted or denied, when it comes to be handed 
down from one to another, if the fact be fuch as car- 
fies great improbability in its nature. But where a man 
tan fee himfelf a plain exerciie of a /upernatural power 
inne inftance, he can have no good reafon to doubt 
of, or to deny it in another, if that otber comes attelt- 
edby men of abilities and integrity. Why fhould any 
one doubt of his performing a miracle, whom we our- 
elves can fee ta have been under a /upernatural influence, 
when we have the teftimony of very credible witneffes, 
that he did do one? Were it only faid, without any 
_Gtcumftance, or without any other evidence, that fuch 
One had an extraordinary power which he could exert 
a he pleafed, this might juftly be fu/peffed or denied: 
but if we ourfelves can fee fuch power aéfually exerted, 
Macafe beyond the natural powers of man, we may 
tilily infer the credibility of a fad reported of the fame 
Perfon; tho’. beyond the powers of man.” 
_ A little after he concludes his reafoning on this fub- 
A; in the following words: * We ourfelves, who 
T 4 are 
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are now alive, can fee exactly fuch a ftate of things iq 
the world, as the facred books have all along declared 
that there fhould be. Let the intelligent chriftian look 
about him, and fee, and wonder. The writers of thofe 
books could not of them/élves, or by any common fa 
gicity, forefee fuch a ftate, or foretel. that things 
fhould come to pafs in the particular manner which 
they defcribed, and with all the circumftances which 
they foretold. They muft therefore have been under 
the influence of fome /upernatural power, which en- 
abled them to difcover what they foretold. Now the 
being that enabled them to forete/ events, at fuch di- 
ftant periods, and fo minutely, might enable them to do 
what credible witnefles have related concerning them, 
From whence it follows undeniably, that the miracles 
of the gofpel are credible, and may juftly be deemed 
true, whatever becomes of all others; Whilft we have 
no ground to think, that other people were under any 
fupernatural influence, except merely the report that 
they worked miracles, one may fufpeét, or doubt, or 
even deny the facts they are faid to have done; or 
leave them to the credit of thofe who relate them; but 
when we are fure that Chrift and his apofiles were un- 
der the influence of fome power fuperior to that of man, 
in one inftance, of which we ourfelves are competent 
judges ; we may be fure that the miracles performed 
by them ought to be looked upon as credible, fince the 
{ypernatural power that enabled them to foretel future 
events, was fufficient to enable them to. work mi- 
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ARTICLE XCIx. 


A critical Review of the Liberties of Britith Subjets, 
with @ comparative View of ibe Proceedings of the 
Floufe of Commons of Ireland, againft an unfortunate 
Lixile of that Country, who in ftanding up for the Li- 
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ybe Middle-Temple. Ofavo, Price 1s. 6d. ~Print- 
» ted for R. Watkins, in F leet-ftreet, | 


. 


r\ E W-of our readers will be at any lofs 'to conceive 
who this exz/e is. The celebrated name of Lu- 
cas (of Dublin) has, to that gentleman’s great misfor+ 
tune, but too much, of late, beén the object of public 
itention, not to occur immediately, on this occafion, : 
} This extraordinary perfon is generally thought to be 
the author of the pamphlet now before us: a fuppofi+ 
tion that naturally enough arifes from the famenefs of 
its fpirit and ftile, with thofe- writings of his that have 
en heretofore publifhed * ; for the freedom of which 
he has been objiged to fly his country. 
, We fhall not, in opr account of this piece, at all 
take upon us to enter into the quarrel betwixt the go- 
vernment in Jreland and this gentleman. If he is ine 
jured, time will moft certainly do him juftice, with 
gefpect to his character at leaft; if his defigns and his 
conduct were really fuch as have defervediy brought 
his prefent unhappy circumftances upon him, the: truth 
of this will doubtlefs be foon made appear and_ his 
profecutors be vindicated from the heavy charge of 
perfecution and tyranny, that has been brought againft 
them on this occafion. But as many of our readers 
may.as yet be but flightly acquainted with the nature 
of this extrarordinary affair, we fhall endeavour-to give 
asclear an idea of it as the ftate of the cafe in this 
pamphlet (which, by the way, we muft remember 
contains only one fide of the queftion) and the narrow 
limits of our work will afford. 
In page 33, &Se. is the following account of Mr, L--«, 
after mentioning his putting up for member of parlia- 
ment for Dubiin, viz. 


* Some of his pieces have been reprinted at London, from the 
‘Dublin impreffions ; but there aré now none to be hid, ex- 
“eept the aft that was reprinted, whichis a burlefque on Bi- 
‘ton Moxntenay’s celebrated dedication of his Demofthenes to the 
nas me Orford; and which is fold by Griffiths, . Price rs. 
; avo, : 


‘¢ That 
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_**-That he had neither fortune, nor men in power 
on his fide; that he. was remarkable for nothing. but 
knowledge and integrity in the profeffion of an apo. 
thecary, and public fpirit enough to keep any man poor 
and low in the world ;——that this obfcure man had 
acquired a moft extenfive and extraordinary knowled 
of the conftitution of thefe realms, and their refpec. 
tive relations to each other; that he was intimately 
converfant with the hiftory and conftitution of Dublin, 
and of the feveral companies of the city; that he knew 
the office and duty, and extent of the power and au. 
thority, of the fupreme and fubordinate magiftrates, 
and the fum and fubftance of the rights and privileges, 
as well as of the allegiance and duty of the fubjects,; 
that he had a warm active zeal for the liberty of 
his country, and an undaunted refolution to‘affert it 
upon all occafions ; and fubfcribed his name to all his 
papers.” 

As for the people, ** they were glad to find, by his 
doétrine, that they were not flaves, by law, or right, 
tho’ they had been long kept fuch, by fraud or force, 
He opened their eyes, and they gladly and gratefully 
received the enlivening light of liberty ; and deter- 
mined to choofe this bold adventurer in the yet doubt- 
ful caufe, to reprefene them in parliament. This 
evidently appeared, by the many extraordinary marks 
of public favour conferr’d on him; for, he was com- 
plimented with his freedom of twenty-one, out of 
twenty-four corporations; fome in rings, others in 
gold or filver boxes. Moft of thefe corporations alfo 
remarkably interpofed in his favour, when the lord 
mayor, aldermen, fheriffs, and commons of Dubin, 
endeavoured to leffen Mr, L , by cenfuring fome 
of his writings; then they bravely ftood forth in de- 
fence of their champion and advocate, fhewed .and 
voied the proceedings of his antagonifts to be unjutt, 
oppreffive, illegal, and arbitrary, and averfe to the 
fenfe.of, the.citizens, the conflituents of the common- 
council; ordered :their thanks to be publickly pre- 
fented to Mr, L—, with the moft folemn —_ . 
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ce and fupport, in his glorious endeavours to 
gover the fupprefiecd freedom and rights of the citi- 
ens——Lhus, what at firft was treated lightly and 
contemptuoully, now became a maiter of weight and 
inportanee. Mr. Z—’s two antagonifts, the candi- 
dare aldermen, foon fled, and left him mafter of the 
fed; fo that his eleétion was looked upon, by all 
fides; as abfolutely fure.”’ 

But, fays the author, (p. 35.) what muft every. 

fue fon of Britain feel, when they find that this man’s 
destion is not only obftruéted and defeated, but thac 
the fpirit of liberty, nay the common principles of 
jwitice and Jaw, are actually fupprefs’d in 4rd; and 
that this unhappy man fo far fhares the ufual fate of 
rtlormers, as to have fallen a victim to the rage ofa 
moft defpicable faction! For he.was accus’d and con- 
tem’ d upon broken fentences of his /uppofed writings, 
wbeard, and without any /egal evidence again{t him 3 
that he was voted an enemy to his country, without 
being admitted to a juftification of himfelf, and or- 
der’d to be profecuted in an inferior court! nay, be- 
fore the very judges of whofe proceedings he had com- 
plained to the lord lieutenant and to the king !” 
- Asto the writings of Mr. Z—, this author informs 
us, “ That his firft tractate came out in 1735, intitled, 
A fort {cbeme for preventing frauds and abufes in pbar- 
maty, Humbly offered to she confideration of ibe legifla- 
ture. Upon this the parliament founded and, pafied 
an aft, fubjecting apothecaries fhops, &c. to be. vifit- 
tdand examined, and to have bad drugs and meditines 
kized and deftroyed, as in London. 

“ Though this extraordinary. inftance of public 
fpirit (fays our author) beginning at home, and retorm~ 
ing his own profeffion, deferved the utmott applaufe 
andencouragemient, yet this poor man was {uifered to 
falbunder the weight of the united rage of his brethren, 
who combined, and whofe influence ftirred up the en- 
me of the other branches of ‘the profeffion againft 
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he ftruggled thro’ the difficulties oppos’d to him and 
was fo far from being difcourag’d in his duty, by the 
ill-treatment he generally received, that in 1741, he 
publifhed a pamphlet, called, PHaRMACOMASTIX, or, 
The office, ufe and abuse of Apothecaries explained, the 
prefent degenerate. flate of pharmacy, with its manifold 
corruptions and adulterations confidered, and fome effays on 
reforming the fame, &c. 
_ This fo far anfwered his ends, as to caufe the a@ 
to be continued, tho’ with no amendmert. But the 
returns he reccived for all this trouble, in writing and 
attending. the parliament, was to be. pronounced a 
madman, for appearing public-fpirited, honeft and dif. 
interetted! Yet, we find, all this did not thock his 
good purpofes: For, 
_. This year hé happened to be appointed one of the 
Common Council of Dublin: Then it was that he difcovers 
ed and detected the frauds, abufes, and ufurpations 
of the aldermen of that city, which he afterwards fhew’d 
in avery {trong light, in two pamphlets publifhed in 
47433 the one a Remonftrance againft certain infringe. 
ments of .the rights and liberties of the commons and titi- 
zens, &c. The other, Diverina Lipera: An apology 
for the civil rights and liberties of the commons and citie 
zens of Dublin. | 
Thoie could not fail, in an ignorant and corrupt 
ftate, of. gaining Mr. L— many powerful enemies. 
Yet he bravely perfever’d; and, with fome few of his 
brethren of the‘commons, bego’d money to profecute 
the rights of the corporation againft the ufurpers, and 
‘brought it into the court of King’s Bench in 1744. 
-Here again his attempts were foil’d ; for the judges 
peremptorily refus’d to admit them to a trial — But, 
dee how invincible the true fpirit of liberty appears, 
under all difadvantages and oppofitions! He drew up 
a {tate of the melancholy cafe of the fubjeéts of that 
kingdom under arbitrary judges, dependent for theit 
places, on the abfolute will of the minifiry, This he 
ins 


However, with uncommon diligence and affiduity; . 
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intended to lay before the late lord lieutenant,*,. but 


was unfortunately diffuaded from it by fome friends ; 
and ’tis faid he would never have publithed; it,’ thro’ 

pondency of fuccefs, from former difcouragements 
and fufferings, had not this denial of juftice' been likely 
to be made a-precedent for another unhappy. corpora- 
tion, This urg’d him to. publifh his Complaints of 
Dustin ; which he addrefled -and delivered | to: the 
fycceeding lord lieutenant,’ who took littl or no 

blic notice of it, and took meafurés to prevent Mr, 

from gaining any future accefs to him.” 

“ Upon this Mr, L— wrote-a moft refpectful letter 
to his excellency, expoftulating upon being denied the 
fight of a fubject, in laying complaints of public grie- 
yances before the SupREmE MacistratTe,, orf his re- 
prefentative. But this had no better fate. Inthe former 
page, Mr. L--, fays the author, plainly demontftrates the 
iniquity of the then judges 5 what this kingdom has often 
fuffered by the corruption and Jfervility of dependent and 
mercenary judges ; how rigoroufly they were punith’d, 
by hanging, . in the great ALFRED’s time, forty in onc 
year, by hanging many others fince, and by banith- 
mg fome into Ireland, where, be humbly prefumes, they 
propagated,”” | 

“ It is.eafy to conceive what. numerous .and-power~ 
ful enemies this muft have rais’d him. Before, he had 
many declar’d friends upon the-benches, moft of whom 
now became the reverfe, particularly the chief . juttice, 
who, upon other occafions, has been heard to compli- 
ment Mr. Z—, with telling him publickly, that e 
was an bonour to bis country, and an ornament to bis 
ily; that the government in general was highly obliged 
lo bim for bis courage and public {pirit, and the judges 
in particular.?? 
~ The next ftep taken by this gentleman towards gain- 
mg the important points he had in view, was the 
writing and-publifhing his addreffes and letiers to, the 
tiizens and freebolders, to inform them of the true 


* The Earl of Cheferfield, whom this writer extremely 
applauds, 
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ftate: of ‘their conftitutional rights. In explaining chee 
he found it neceffary to tranflate, and publifh, one’ of 
the charters of the ¢ity; which he dedicated to the 
“a Kine ; and prefented a copy of the book for his’ ma. 
es jefty, to the lords yuftices of Ire/and, the lord jew. 
ey | tenant being then in England. They received Mp. 
2 E— politely, gratefully accepted of each a copy for 
themfelves , but after above a month’s confideration, 
return’d ‘him that defigned: for the King: This refy. 
fal to tranfmit the book to his majefty,; che author treats 
as acrime deferving condign punifiment.  But,-in 
truth, it is not greatly to be wondered ‘at, that this 
piece was pever laid before his majeRy, as Mr. Bu 
had, in the dedication, very freely complained of 
“ the Judges denying to do Fuftice, and the Lord Liew. 
tenant’s paying no regard to his complaints’? Noris it 
very furprifing that men in power fhould be averfe to 
the permitting a perfon of Mr. L—’s active {pirit 
and refolution, to poffe(s himfelf of any part of the 
lepiflative authority ; the privileges of which it was not 
to be fuppofed he would be backward to exert in favour 
of his reforming feheme. 

But as the day when it was expected Mr. Z— would 
be ele€ted member for the city now drew nigh, it 
was time to think of doing fomething to cruth him 
entirely. And, ‘* Now, fays the author, the utmoft 
vengeance and outrage were from all quarters * open. 
ly denounced againft him; yet, he purfued his wont- 
ed courfe and purpofes, with inflexible fteadinefs and 
uniformity Now + every courtier, in com- 
plaifance to the court, carried fury in his looks,’ and 
breathed nothing but rage, refentment and vengeance 
againft fo daring. a fellow. Confultations upon conful- 
tations were called, to confider of fome effectual means 
to prevent this infuffcrable freeman’s election. Place- 
men, penfioners, and fawning court dependants of all 
denominations, crowded and joftled e&ch other for 
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the foremoft rank, and the beft expedient for the 2% 
withed-for purpofe, nF py . 
When the firft day of the feffion came, complaints 
7 saint Mr. L— were brought into the Houfe of Com- 
: -e and he, with two perfons who ‘printed ‘for 
him,- were order’d to attend the houfe next day. 
. Mt, L—according|y appeared, as did one of the’ prin- 
| ters, who. turned-evidence againft him ; but the other 
) shofe to abfcond.. Our author has given a compleat 
3 aa of thefe extraordinary proceedings, from’ the 
7 begining, to the end put to'them by Mr. L—’s quit- 
. ang the kingdom, ‘This flight, however, does. not 
! appear to be owing to any dread he had of the 
law; for he refolutely offered to defend himfelf and 
his writings, and, according to this author (whether 
| Mr. L— himfelf, or fome friend of his) wifhed for no- 
, thing more than a legal trial. But orders having been 
, - | ied out, to. apprehend and confine him in Newgate, 
among the common felons, his friends, with great dif- 
ficulty, perfuaded him not to run the hazard of peri/bing 
by goal-diftempers, and fevere ulage, which it was in- 
timated to him was all that his enemies had in view; 
therefore, with great reluétance, he was at length pre- 
: yailed upon not to, wait for his arreft, though many 
| thoufands of the people * were continually guarding 
! his houfe, and declaring they would oppofe forcé to 
violence, if any fhould be offered to Mr. Z— and that 
' they would e/eé? him even in Newgate. 
. For the reft of the proceedings again(t this gentle- 
man after his abfconding, and againft fome others, 
who were fuppofed to be in his intereft, we refer the 


, teader to this curious pamphlet, which is very full, 
: and contains many extraordinary matters, which we 
. haye not room to mention: The author has particu- 


larly, acurfory Review of Mr. L—’s cenfured papers, 
and a comparative examination of the proceedings had 


/ thereupon, | 
* On the other hand three regiments were prepared by the . 
government, and probably great mifchief would have enfued, 
‘ Aad it not been for the wife and prudent conduct of Mr. L—. 
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ARTICLE & 


ATreatife on. Government ; Being a Review of the, Dogs 
sotrive of an original Contrai, More particularly as it ren 
ufbelts the Rights.of Government, and the Duty of Allegi- 

ance. Printed for Hawkins, Fleetftreet, 8vo, Pr, 1s. 


~ 
ME PHOEVER is the authotMof this anonyz 
“mous traét, he has therein fhewn ‘himfelf tg 
be’a’ compleat mafter of the original and true prins 
ciples of all government and fociety. His ftyle 
proves him a gentleman, his fentiments are exprefied 
as becomes a man of learning, and a true friend ta 
tational liberty ; he does not defcend to the littl dis 
ftin€tions and party altercations of whig and tory; 
he‘is neither for leveling all to the arbitrary capricious 
pleafure of the mob, not giving up our natural rights, 
Or our property, to the mad ambition or rapaciouinefs 
ofa tyrant. His piece, however, is but a fketch of, 
or a fettling of preliminaries towards, a particular 
fyftem, which he has not yet fully laid down ;. fo that 
it is to be hoped we fhall fhortly hear further from this 
ingenious writer; which he feems indeed, by his con- 
elufion to promife.——-—We fhall fay no more of this 
fall treatife, as the reader who has a talte for dif- 
quifitions of this fort, may poffefs the piece itfelf for 
one fhilling, which we are not apprehenfive any one 
will think thrown away upon it, or quarrel with us for 
recommending it to their perufai. And here it 
may not be impropér for us to take the opportunity of 
folemnly affuring our readers, that no partial regards to 
any author, or the ‘private advantage of any bookfel- 
ler, or proprietor of a book, fhall ever enter into our 
‘reprefentations of a fingle article in this Review. 
“We cannot, indeed, pretend to affure ourfelves, that 
our judgment, or opinion, of every work, will ‘be al- 
ways agreeable to that of the publick; but, we ¢@s 
always adhere to our refolution never to publifh any 
other than our real, unprejudic’d, impartial Jentimentss 
and on this we ftake the reputation and future faccets 
of our work, g A k- 
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ARTICE EC. 


fn Examination of the Bifbop of London’s Difcourfes 
‘goncerning the Use and Intent of Prophecy, &c. By 
Conyers Middleton, D. D. Offave, Manby and 
Cox. Price 2s. 6d. 


Sit may feem fomewhat ftrange to the reader, 
A that thefe animadverfions of this ingenious au- 
thor fhould make their appearance fo long after the 
publication of the bifhop of London's difcourfes con- 
cerning prophecy, he takes care to inform, us, that he 
had never read thefe difcourfes till very lately, and 
that they might have pafs’d ‘ftill unregarded by him, 
if they had not been accidentally recommended ‘to his 
perufal, in a late converfation, in which they were 
urged in contradiction to fomething advanced on the 
fubje&t of prophecy, which he took to be both reafon- 
able. and important. That he might not, therefore, 
incur the reproach of flighting ‘that information which 
he might poffibly receive from his lordfhip’s difcourfes, 
he acquaints us, that he entered upon the tafk of read- 
ingthem, and found: them. to be juft fach as he ex- 

; “exhibiting (fays he) a fpecies of reafoning, 
peculiar to himfelf, ever ftibtle and refined, yet never 
convincing, and proper rather to perplex than to il- 
Wuftrate the notion of prophecy ; and to amoufe rather 
than inftruét an inquifitive Reader. 1 found.much art 
and pains employed, to drefs up an imaginary fcheme, 
of which I had not difcovered the leaft trace in any of 
the four‘ gofpels ; and in which, as far as 1 was able to 
judge, ‘he’ feemed to have rejeCted the whole evidence 
Of prophecy, as it was underftaod and applied by the 
apoftles and evangelifts ; and to have fubftituted, in 
tsplace, a romantic fyftem, or fanciful chain of anti- 
diluvian prediétions, as the fole ground on which any 
folid argument of the prophetic kind could be urged 
i favour of Chriftianity.”” 
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The four following points are what the doétor en. 
deavours chiefly to explain and evince. . 

1. That the ufe of prophecy, as it was taught and 
practifed: by Chrift, his-apoftles and evangelifts, was 
drawn entirely from fingle and feparate predictions, ga- 
thered-by them from the books of the. Jaw and the 
prophets, and applied, independently on ‘each other, 
to the feveral acts and circumftances of the life of Je- 
fus, as fo many diftinét: proofs of his divine miffion, 
And, confequently, that his lordfhip’s pretended chain 
of antediluvian prophefies is but a fanciful conceit, 
which has no connexion at all with the evidence of the 
gofpel, 

2. That the bifhop’s expofition of his text is forced, 
unnatural, and inconfiftent with the fenfe of St. Peer, 
from whofe epiftle it is taken. 

3. That the hiftorical interpretation, which he gives 
to the account of the fall, is abfurd and contradictory 
to reafon: and that the faid account cannot be con- 
fidered under any other character than that of allegory, 
apologue, or moral fable. 

4. That the oracles of the heathen world, which his 
lordfhip declares to have been given out by the devil, 
in. the Se of a ferpent, were all impoftures, wholly 
managed by human craft, without any fupernatural 
aid, or interpofition whatfoever. 

He begins with giving a diftin& account of the ufe 
made of prophecy in the new teftament, and fhews 
from feveral paflages of the facred writings, that our 
Saviour himfelf confidered the antient prophecies 
fingly and independently, as fo many diftinét argu- 
ments for the truth of his miffion ;. and that the evan- 
gelifis and apoftles colleéed from every part of the old 
teftament all the feveral prophecies, relating to tbe 
Mefiah ; and applied them feparately to. each act or 
circumftance of the life of Fe/us, to which they thought 
them applicable. 

‘© But, according to the affertion of this eminent 


prelate (fays our author) the argument drawn from 
pro- 
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phecies, ,confidered fingly “and independently (as 
they were-in fact confidered by the. evangelifls) can 
neither fatisfy any body, nor bear’ to be confronted 
with the objections of unbelievers : and.on this prin- 
ciple his fix difcourfes are manifeftly grounded.” 
~The doétor proceeds next to lay his remarks before 
the reader; ;in the fame: order in which ‘his lordfhip’s 
argument, to which they feverally relatey are range 
by him: in, his difcourfes:. : 

The text. made choice of by his lordfhip for the 
common: fubjeét, and foundation of all his difcourfes, 
is, ad Epifts of Pet. u:19... Wehavealfo @ more fure 
word of prophecy, whereunto: ye do well, that ye take 
heed, as unto alight, that fhineth ina dark place, until 
the day dawn, and the. day ftar arife in your bearts. 

The firft obfervation she makes upon this text is, 
that a -comparifon: is:-evidéntly formed in it, between 
the word of prophecyy and fome other thing before 
mentioned; : and in-ofder to fhew, what the thing is 
wih.which; prophecy, is:here co:npared, he’refers us to 
the three verfes immediately preceding. From the 
whole of which, fays he, $* we may fee, on what foun- 
dation the inference of thofe:writers {tands; who affert; 
that the evidence which: chrititians have from prophecy 
for the ‘certainty: of their hopes, is greater and furer than 
the evidence ‘which they thave from the* preaching of 
theapoftles, who were. eye+witnefles and ear-witneffes 
of what they report, concerning ‘the majefty of Chritt ; 
orin;the .words of a Jatecauthor, ‘the prophecy is a 
fronger; argument tham armiracle, whichodepends upon 
extertigh evidence and: teftimony.”? : io .'u 

The, confutation of thisiinference, as it! was deduced 
bythe author,* of Thegrounds and reafous -ofv th cbri- 
fianrehgion,. being, the fubjeé& of the bifhop’s two firtt 
difcourfes 3qDre Middfeton::giwes the reader a diftinét 
dotion.of.,theipeint: ip-controverfy ‘between them, that’ 
he may, form the clearer\jndgment of his lord{hip’s reas 
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foning upon it: and, for this purpofe draws out that 
author’s opinion, as it is ftated in his own words, ‘and 
confronts it with the bifhop’s fenfe of the text, as‘it ig 
explained by himéelf. : 
The author of The grounds and reafons, 8&c. having 
fhewn, how Fefus and his apofiles grounded chrifiianity 
on proofs drawn from the prophecies of ‘the old tefta- 
ment, and applied by therm in the-new,: immediately 
adds: ** And it is ftrongly and invinecibly eftablithed 
on thofe foundations, becaufe a proof drawn from an 
infpired book is perfectly conclufive, and propheciés 
delivered in an infpired book are, when fulfilled, fuch, 
as may be juftly deemed fure and demonftrative proofs, 
and which:Perer prefers, as an argument, to the mira- 
culous atteftation whereof he himfelf, and two other 
apoftles were witneffes, given by'God himfelf ‘to the 
miffion of Jefus Chrift. His argument feems as fol-’ 
lows ; laying this foundation, that prophecy proceeds 
from the Holy Ghoft, it is a ftronger argument than 
a miracle, which depends upon external ‘evidence and 
teftimony.”” | 
Dr. Middleton obferves here, that, as far as thefe 
words go, there is nothing in' them, but what a fin 
cere advocate of the gofpel might freely allow and join 
iffue upon ; and then gives his lordfhip’s expofition of 
the text, which isthis : ‘* That the word of prophecy 
is compared indeed, and preferred here by ‘St. Peter, 
to the evidence of that heavenly voice, which be him- 
felf had heard in the mount, yet not, as ‘that free- 
thinking author imagines, on the account of ‘its being 
a furer proof, or better argument for the general truth 
of the gofpel, but only for the particular article of 
Chriftis coming again in glory, to which cafe alone'the 
comparifon relates ; for with regard to the truth of the 
gofpel, Pzter is fo far from {peaking of prophecy in 
this place, as the beft evidence, that he ‘manifeftly 
{peaks of it as not the beft.” (Di/c. p. 18,19, €&.) 
Having fet forth thefe two oppofite interpretations 
of the text, our author proceeds to examine the feveral 
| argue 
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arguments, by which the bifhop attempts to confute 
his adverfary’s fenfe, and eftablith his own. 

The bifhop fays, that every confidering man will find 
the authority of prophecy to depend ultimately on the au- 
thority of miracles. Upon this Dr. M. obferves, that 
all who maintain the fuperior evidence of prophecy, 
mean it only of prophecy actually fulfilled, and carry- 
ing with it the demonftration of its truth, in the cor- 
refpendency of the event with the prediction, ‘* It 
is in this fenfe alone (fays he) in which the author 
whom he is confuting, exprefly fpeaks of it: his words 
are, Prophecies delivered in an in{pired book, when ful- 
filled, may juftly be deemed fure and demonftrative proofs, 
ond 4 ftronger argument than a miracle. It isthis alone, 
which. the nature of the fubjeé&t required him to con- 
fate, and what he had undertaken to confute ; but in- 
flead of this, he changes the queftion upon us, and 
when we were expecting reafons why prophecy fulfilled 
could not be fo ftrong a proof as a miracle, all that he 
attempts to fhew is, that prophecy not yet fulfilled, 
nor even believed, wants the help of a miracle to give 
itcredit ; which, as it is here applied to the confuta- 
tion of that author, is wholly fallacious and fophifti- 
cal, without either force or fenfe in it, 

The fame fort of fallacy feems to run through all his 
difcourfes, in which he treats prophecy ina loofe and 
indeterminate fenfe, and fpeaks of it indifferently, as 
carrying the fame evidence with it, whether it be ful- 
filled or not fulfilled ; whereas a bare prophecy deli- 
vered asthe proof of a divine character in any perfon 
or doctrine, is incapable of any perfuafive force, or of 
giving any fort of conviction, until it be accomplifh- 
ed, the completion of it being the fole teft by which 
ts veracity can be determined : the event likewife fore- 
told by it muft be of a kind which neither human pru- 
dence could forefee, nor human power produce ; for 
otherwife it could not give any affurance of a divine 
interpofition, fince it might have been brought about 

Y Natural means, and forefeen perhaps, or luckily 
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guefs’d by men of fuperior penctration.—It is certain, 
however, that a prophecy literally fulfilled, is of itflf, 
without external aid, as clear a proof of its own divi- 
nity, as any miracle can be!; tho’ while the event is 
fiill in futurity, the authority of the propaet may rea- 
fonably be called in queftion, unlefs he can fhew fome 
prefent fign, or divine credential of his miffion; which 
{ems to have been always expected from the Fewih 
prophets, and always performed by them. . Yet mi- 
racles were not the ufual fign of the prophetic charac- 
ter, but generally referved to feal the m:ffion. of. thofe 
who were fent to introduce a new way of worfhip, and 
were not granted therefore, as the learned obferve, or 
in no large meafure at leaft, to any other, than to Mo- 
Jes, the deliverer of the law ; to Elijah and Ela the 
reflorers ; and, above all, to Ze/us the fulfiller of it ; 
and to his difciples afterwards, the preachers of his 
gofpel.”” ) | 

The bifhop endeavours to. fhew the inconfiftency of 
the author’s expofition, by telling us, ‘¢ That it makes 
Peter to fay, in his own perfon, that the dark prophe- 
cies of the old teftament were a furer and more certain 
evidence to himfelf, than the immediate voice of God, 
which he had heard with his own ears. Andis it pol: 
fible, adds he, shat St, Peter, or any man in his wits, 
could make fuch a comparifon ?°? 

To which queftion, fo fmartly and confidently put 
(fays Dr. Middleton) ‘* 1 readily anfwer, that it is not 
only poflibie, that St. Peter might make fuch a compa- 
rifon, but even weak to imagine, that he cou!d make any 
other ; which I fhall prefently explain, by ftating a fat 
or two, univerfally acknowledged by all, both jews 
ard Chriftians, The fpirit of prophecy, which contl- 
nued in the Few7/ church till after its reftoration from 
the Badylonifh captivity, had intirely ceafed under the 
‘fecond temple, for three centuries at leaft before the 
birth of Chrift, But there fucceeded to it, as.all the 
“Jewifo writers unanimoufloy teftify, an eracular voice 
Tr gia Leaven, which was given occafionally to the lead- 
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ing rabbies preachers of the law, to direét them how 
to act or fpeak,'on particular emergencies. It is faid 
to have been accompanied’ generally with a kind of 
thunder, out of which it iffued, in aclear and articu- 
lat manner, and thence derived its name of Bath-Kol; 
that is, the daughter-voice, or daughter of a voice. This 
way of divine inftruction is afirmed to have been fub- 
ffting during the time of our Saviour, and to the final 
diffolution of the Fewifh ftate ; and is confidered by all 
their doctors as an inferior kind of propbecy, or a fort of 
jwilight indulged to them, after the fun of prophecy was 
ft; and from this pretended fource they derived the 
ereateft part of thofe craditions with which they cor- 
rupted the law of Mofes. This then being the general 
perfuafion of the ews, at the time when St. Peser 
wrote his epiftle; he would neceffarily prefer the evi- 
dence of prophecy, which was always efteemed the 
higheft and moft perfect degree of infpiration, under 
the firft temple, to the Bath-Kol, or a voice from bea- 
ven, the more imperfect oracle of the fecond temple ; 
and which all the Fewi/b' converts, and Peter himfelf, 
without doubt, had been taught to confider, as of an 
authority much inferior to the original word of pro- 
phecy, delivered to them by Mo/es, and the orher an- 
tient prophets.”” . | 
“ Yet St. Peter’s words, after all, as they are ex- 
pounded by the author of The grounds and reafons, &c. 
donot neceffarily imply him to mean, that prophecy was 
afurer argument to himfe!f than the voice from hea- 
ven which he had heard, but tothe ‘Yewi/h converts in 
general, who did not hear that voice, but received it 
only from the report of others, It was not his view in 
this epiftle, to declare what fort of arguments was the 
moft convincing to himfelf,° but to propofe fuch as 
were moft worthy of the attention of thofe to whom he 
Was writing, and moft effectual to keep them ftedfaft 
in the'faith, againft the impreffions of falfe teachers, 
Who were labouring to feduce them ;‘ and that prophe- 
Ys a properer argument to repel the infults of unbe- 
Ne fcoffers than the report of a miracle, is manifeft, 
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becanfe a miracle, and efpecially @ voice from heaven, 
might be imputed to magical arts; whereas a pto- 
phecy, actually fulfilled, was not liable to any fuch im. 
putation. When St. Peter therefore fays, We bave ¢ 
more fure word of prophecy, the occafion of his words 
oblige us to interpret them as fpoken, not with any 
particular reference to himfelf, but to the general body 
of the Fewi/h converts, to whofe attention he recom. 
mends them : and the conttant ufe and analogy of. al] 
language will juftify fuch an interpretation,” 

Before our author difmiffes this argument, he ob- 
ferves, that all that his lordfhip has been affirming fo 
freely concerning the fuperior evidence of miracles to 
that of prophecy, feems to have been originally con- 
futed, and the whole queftion determined againit him 
by Chrift himfelf, who in one of his parables declares, 
that thofe who would not bearken to Mofes and the pro- 
phets, would not be perfuaded, tho’ one rofe from the 
dead ; clearly intimating, that the word of prophecy, 
as delivered in the old teftament, carried with it a 
firmer proof of the truth of his gofpel to the Jews, 
than even the greateft of all his miracles... 

After having made fome obfervations on the bi- 
fhop’s fecond difcourfe, the doctor proceeds to examine 
his third, wherein his lordfhip traces out the rife and 
progre/s of divine prophecy, and foews the real end which 
God intended to ferve by it. His {cheme is this : ‘* That 
man, like all the other works of God, came perfett 
out of the hands of the Creator ; furnifhed with light 
enough to fee his duty, and to attain all-the happinels 
for which he was defigned ; but being made a free and 
moral agent, he fell from his duty, and incurred the 
difpleafure of God, In this ftate, having forfeited all 
title to happinefs and to life itfelf, he had no comfort 
Jeft :\ the natural law could offer none ; it 
already condemned him, and could fuggeft nothing 
but a fearful expedtation of punifhment : all the hope 
which remained, was, that God might. freely pardon 


him upon his repentance ; but whether he would or 
; pot, 
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pot, natural religion could not teach; and fhould 


God think fit to be reconciled to him, the naturallaw 

mutt again become the rule of his future obedience 5 

fo that all his hopes and confidence muft arife from 

the promife of God ; thatis, fram sheword of prophecy; 

for which reafon, prophecy muft ever be an effential 
of fuch a finner’s religion, 

Our firft parents being reduced to this defperate 
condition ; deprived of all hopes by a fenfe of their 
guilt, and under the terrible apprehenfion of the divine 
vengeance, God came down, to judge them, yet with 
intentions of fhewing mercy, and refcuing them finally 
from that ruin, which they brought upon them- 


felves. For this end, the word of prophecy now came 


in; not in oppofition to natural religion, but in the 
fupport of it, and to convey new hopes to many, with- 
out which religion could no longer have fubfifted in 
the world ; becaufe a fenfe of religion without hope, 
is a ftate of phrenzy and diftraction.” (Dic. p. 535 
45, 61. &e.”” 

The prophecy, which is now faid to come in, isa 

part of the fentence pronounced by God upon the 
ferpent, in thefe words ; And I will put enmity between 
thee and the woman ; and between thy feed and ber feed ; 
it foal] brutfe thy bead, and thou fhalt bruife his heel ; 
which his lordfhip calls the ground-work and foundation 
of all the prophecies, which have ever been fince ; and the 
whole fupport of religion in the antediluvian world. 
_“ The authority of this prophecy, (fays Dr. Mid- 
dleton) is grounded on the Mofaic account of the fall, 
confidered as an biftorical narration of facts, fuppofed 
to have been tranfacted, in the manner. they are 
there defcribed.— But for my part, as often as I have 
had occafion to confider this cafe, I have ever found 
myfelf perfuaded {till more and more, that the hifto- 
tical fenfe was fo far from being the fenfe of the writer, 
rin any degree probable, that it was utterly abfurd 
and contradictory to reafon. 

His lordthip fuppofes man to have come perfect out 
of the hands of his Creator, and furnifhed with fuf- 
. ficient 
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ficient light, to fee and perform his duty, without gy» 
adminifber at every turn at bis elbow, He fappofes the 
Jaw, which was given to him, as the guide of his na- 
ture, to have been complete, if he had obeyed it; 
but after he had once tranfgreffed, it had no healin 

claufe which could fave him from punifhment, ait 
God thought fit to fupply it by #e word of bis prophecy, 
This is {mooth and plaufible, and eafily f{wallowed 
' by thofe who take every thing for facred which is 
delivered from the pulpit: But men, who enquire 
into things, will meet with many abfurdities, which 
reafon muft wink at, and many incredibilities, which 
faith muft digeft, before they can admit the authority 
of this prophecy, upon the evidence of this hiftorical 
narration. 

A natural law, we fee, is fuppofed to have been 
implanted in the very frame of man at his creation, 
pointing out to him his chief good and happinefs, 
and inabling him to acquire it. And in, truth, it is 
not poffible to conceive him to have been placed upon 
this earth by God, without being furnifhed with na- 
tural powers, proper to fupport and preferve him, in 
that perfection of his nature, in which he was original- 
ly created. Yet, in this hiftorical narration, we can- 
not difcover the leaft trace of any natural law, nor of 
any religion, which reafon could teach. Reafon and 
nature appear to have had no rule in the paradifiacal- 
ftate; all things in it were ordered miraculoufly and 
fupernaturally, by the immediate interpofition of God ; 
and the admonifher no fooner retired from the elbow 
of our firft parents, than the’ ferpent ftept in, and be- 
guiled them. | 

Had they been left to the direétion of the natural 
law, it would have taught them, that the primary 
end of their creation was, to propagate their {pecies ; 
but from this bifforical narration we find, that during 
their ftate of innocence, they were utterly ignorant of 
this end ; and did not know their own nakedne/s, till 
they were. expelled out ‘ of paradife, . The natural 
law could-not teach -them, that the fruit of a ay 
wou 
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gould: infpire knowledge ; or that ‘she knowledge of 
eyed and evil could be criminal orhurtful :. Nor was it 
the light of reafon which directed them, to bide them- 
felves from the fight of God among the trees, When 
the beafts of the field were brought before Adam, that 
he might give names to them; the fame law which 
inftruéted him to give them names proper to their 
feveral natures, would have taught him at the fame 
time, that they, were all dumb, and that the ufe of 
fpeech was the peculiar privilege of man, to whom 
the dominion over them was. given ; yet in this hif- 
torical narration, we find one of the loweft of thofe 
beafts holding difcourfe, and debating with Eve, with- 
out giving the leaft fhock or furprize to her natural 
reafon. Laftly, When the wonderful works of the 
Creator had convinced our firft parents of his infinite 
power, and wildom and goodnefs, the natural law 
could not inform them, that there was another invifi- 
ble being in the world, of an oppofite nature, abfolure- 
ly wicked, malicious, and indued likewife with great 
power ; which he was perpetually employing, to defeat 
all the. good and happinefs which God had provided 
for his creatures ; and fince this was neither difcover- 
able to their reafon, nor revealed to them by their 
Maker, how can we imagine, that God would expofe 
their fimplicity, unarmed and uninftructed, to the af- 
faults of an infidious tempter, fo greatly fuperior to 
them both in craftand power.”’ 

The bifhop attempting to account for the intro- 
duction of natural and moral evil into the world, fays, 
“ That itis a poist of all others the moft abftrule, 
and what gave birth to the pernicious notion of two 
incependent principles of good and ill, That if God 
had inftructed | Mojes to: give us an hiftory of the 
fall of angels, it would have prevented this error ; but 
fince Mofes’s commiffion did not reach fo far, he could 
hot openly introduce into the hiftory of man’s fall, an 


invifible evil being, who, was able to confound the 


works of God,.without ftrengthning the faid cfror : 
Wherefore he contrived to introduce him in maf- 
querade, 
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querade, or in the drefs of a ferpent : fo that th 
the weak and fimple could not difcover him, yet. 
fharp-fighted and judicious might ftill find him our, 
and be enabled by that means, to fatisfy both their 
own and other peoples fcruples, and unfold this ab. 
ftrufe queftion, of the origin of evil. : 

For the ferpent was remarkable for infidious cunning, 
and therefore ftood a proper emblem of a deceiver ; 
and yet being one of the loweft of the creatures, the 
émblem gave no fufpicion of any power concerned, 
that might pretend to rival the Creator. This method 
has not fo obfcured this hiftory, but that we may with 
great certainty come to the knowledge of all that is 
neceffary for us to know. Let us confider the hiftory 
of Mojfes, as we fhould do any other antient hiftory 


of like antiquity : Suppofe, for inftance, that this ac. _ 


count of the fall had been preferved to us out of Sanco. 
niatho’s Phenician biftory.—’ Tis no unreafonable thing 
furely, to demand the fame equity in interpreting the 
fenfe of Mofes, as you would certainly ufe towards 
any other antient writer.’*.——— : 

Dr. Middleton allows this demand to be highly 
reafonable, and takes areview of the ftory, asif it had 
been told to us by Sanconiatho. 

‘¢ We could not avoid (fays he) feeing the inten- 
tion of the writer, in imagining man to have been 
formed out of the duft of the earth ; and the woman, 
out of the rib of man; in placing them while they con- 
tinued innocent, in a Paradi/e, ftored with everything 
proper to fupport and perpetuate their happinefs : We 
fhould perceive this paradife to be nothing elfe but 4 
fanciful fcene, abounding with fruits, which had no 
exiftence in nature, and planted in a part of the Eaf, 
which no geography could ever mark out upon the 
face of this globe: We fhould fee alfo, that the 
fubtil difcourfe of the ferpent, which beguiled Ev, 
could mean nothing elfe but ‘the tempting fuggeftions 
of luft and fenfual appetite, of which the ferpent 
was the emblem ; and that their expulfion out of pa- 


radife pointed out the natural effects of fin and guilt, 
in 
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I «. depriving man of his happinefs, and plunging him 
rg rth forrow, and death, Which account of 
he matter, is no other than what Sc. ‘fames himfelf 


‘ec of the natural method, by which men are ufual- 
beguiled to debafe the purity of their nature : where 


he fays, That. every man is. tempted, when be is drawn 
md enticed by bis own luft ; and* that luft, when it bas 
anctived, bringetb forth fin ; and fin, when it is ac- 
amplifbed, bringeth forth death. 


“This way of inculcating a notion of the fall, or 


bpled ftate of man, is perfectly agreeable to the 


ius of the Eaftern-writers ; and as the moral of it 
splain and obvious, fo it is the only way of inculcating’ 
t which mere reafon could fuggeft to any writer, 
And by the fame fable, the author meant. without 
doubt, to account alfo, after the Eaftern fafhion, for 
the abject ftate of the ferpentine race, now creeping upon 
its belly, licking the duft, and in ‘perpetual boftility with 
man, whofe beel it fometimes bites, while man more 
fiequently finds means to bruife bis bead. For thé curfe 
the ferpent, inftead of containing any divine pro- 
, feems to carry nothing more in it, according to 
all rational interpretation, than a’ fanciful folution of 
the caufe and origin of the prefent odious nature of 
that beaft, agreeable to the manner of thofe ancient fages. 
But, after all, I freely remit to his lordfhip all the 
alvantage, which I might draw from his conceffion of 
confidering the ftory abftractedly ‘from ‘the authority 
of Mofes. Iwill grant it to come from Mofes, and 
that Mo/es was commiffioned by God to write it : Yet 
this makes no difference in the cafe, becaufe the mat- 
ttr-of the ftory, whether it be infpired or not, is ab- 
blutely inconfiftent with the charaéter of an biftorical 
uarration, and muft ever convince all, who confider it 
mthout prejudice, that it is wholly fabulous or allego- 
neal: And that Mofés’s commiffion was accommodated 
on this occafion, as itis allowed to have been on many 
thers, to the prevailing tafte and cuftoms of the na- 
tons around him ; among whom the ufual method of 
aftruding or inculcating truths, efpecially thofe of a 
fublime 
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ories, which conveyed a fummary. nationsof the 
oétrine_ propofed .to, be taught, .,.by a way the mof 
ftriking and entertaining to the generality of mankind, 

Thus the plantation of @ paradi/é for the habitation 
of man ; she tree of life, and the tree of knowledge of 


good and evil in the midft. of it, the expul{ion of him aut of 


it after bis fall, the cherubim and flaming fword placed 
as a guard to it, God coming down to walk in it, in the 
cool of the day ; Adam hiding Limfelf among.,the trees 
from the fight of God., the d:fcourfe of the ferpent, and 
the curfe pronounced : bim by. God, and upon the 
ground alfo itfelf ;, mutt all be confidered as a. mere 
Faftirn fable, from which no other leffon or doétrine 
can be inferred, than what I have already intimated ; 
that this world was created by God, and that man 
was happy in it, as long as he continued innocent, but 
forfeited his happinefs, and became wretched and mi- 
ferable, as foon as he became a wilful and habitual 
finner, This, I fay, is the whole, which we can ra- 
tionally collect from, the Maofaie account of the fall ; 
but to draw divine and_ literal prophecies out of mefe 
fable, and to treat it as the /upport of all.religion im. the 
ontediluvian world, and the foundation of all the propbetic 
evidence which the chriftian religion has to depend 
upon, is more likely to weaken than confirm the au- 
thority of chriftianity ; and deferves rather to .be 
ranked among the dreams of vifionaries and enthuftalts, 
then confidercd as the fuggeftion of fober fenfe,and 
reafon.”’ | | nua oak ae 
The. doétor, after having briefly confidered, what 
the bifhop advanced concerning the ufe and intent 
sacrifice; and defired the reader, to, recollect two.9b; 
fervations he had already made, concerning, the,ule 
of prophecy, viz. that the apofiles and evangelifts, 19 
preaching the gofpel to the ¥ews, conflantly, applied 
the prophecies of the old teftament, /imgly and inde 
pendently on each other, to all the remarkable circum, 
{tances of the life of ‘Fefus ; and in their fearch an¢ 
allegation of thofe prophecies, degan always with Matis 
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b asthe firft prophet who had fpoken of Chrift ; con- 


dudes in the following manner, = 
« From thefe two obfervations, it follows, that 
whatever difficulties may be chafged to the particular 
ications of prophecies, which are found in: the 
new teftament, yet on the whole, that way of apply- 
ing them muft ‘be efteemed by: chriftians as the beit 
which the cafe:affords ; and that the authority of. the 
gofpel, fo far as it is grounded on prophecy, refts on 
thofe fingle and independent predictions, which are 
delivered occafionally here: and there, in ‘the law and 
ihe prophets, . It muft. be confeffed, however, that the 
author, againft whom the bithop’s difcourfes are level- 
led, has alledged feveral ftrong and even unan{werable 
objections to fome of them, which are cited by the 
evangelifts in proof of the miffion of Jefus, as being 
of too loofe and precarious a nature, to build any folid 
ment upon, 7 : 
This his lordfhip feems to allow in his preface, and 
intimates, that it was this difficulty which induced 
him to quit that field to the adverfary, and to take 
hhelter in the antediluvian {cheme. : 
But if this foundation, laid by the apoftles and. evan- 
gelifts, muft be deferted, and their application’ of 
prophecy given up as defencelefs ; it is certain, that 
there is no other fcheme of it, which can add any 
real {upport to the authority of the gofpel. It is our 
bufinefs therefore to take things as we find them,. and 
treat them agreeably to their nature, neither afcrib- 
ing a divine chara€ter to what is common and natural, 
for denying: a due reverence to what is facréd and 
divine. ‘This is what 1 endeavoured to do many years 
ag0, with regard to this very queftion, at a-“time 
When it was warmly controverted, and many fubtil 
objections raifed upon this article of prophecy, to the 
difadvantage of the chriftian ‘caufe; on which occa 
fion, inftead ‘of contriving any evafive expedients, or 
fanciful fyftems, to elude the force of fuch objeétions, 
I thought it my duty, to. examine ferioufly andim- 
partially what folution of them the fabject itfe!f, when 
fairly 
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fairly ftated, would iupply ; and to embrace tha’) |. 
opinion, which the evidence of allowed fa&s woyjg 9 


naturally fuggeft to me. The dum of ‘this enguj 
as it was originally drawn up-by me, will, y 
be the fubjeét of fome future treatife, which I fhall res 
ferve, however, together with the examination of the 
reft of his lordfhip’s difcourfes and learned differta. 
tions, to fome occafion hereafter of more leifure,” 
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ARTICLE CII, 


Dr. Thomas Short bas this Month publifbed tmo dif- 

ferent works, each in one Vol, 8vo, and both printed 
for Longman and Millar. The firft is ensitled, 
New Obfervations, Moral, Natural, Civil, ‘Poli- 
tical, and Medical, on City, Town and Country 
Bills of Mortality. Price 6s. The fecond, Dit- 
courfes on Tea, Sugar, Milk, Made-Wines, 
Spirits, Punch, Tobacco, &c, with plain and 
ufeful Rules for Country People. Pr. 55. We 
foall firft foeak of the laft mentioned Performance; 
which is divided into three general Difcourfes, with 
Subdivifions into Chapters. 


DISCOURSE I. 


@oNON SISTS of ten chapters ; the firlt of which 
contains a defcription of .the tea-leaf, flowers, 
feeds, The fecond treats of the culture, growth, 
gathering, and forting of tea; the third concerning 
the preparation of the gather’d leaf ; the fourth 
contains promifcuous obfervations on the preceding 


‘three. Thefe we fhall pafs over, as the particulars 


they contain are of no great ufe to the inhabitants of 
this ifland, In chap. 5. is the commercial bifay 
of Tea; which he fays the Indians have ufed above 
-4200 years. But its introduétion into Europe is of 
much later date. The Duth Eaft-India- Company * 


* This company the Doétor tells us, was not founded till 
the year 1602. . 
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rted it, and: railed ‘its with uss 
de fa sti traders,” “tn, their | — 7 
fried. chither “ftore of” €, €X- 
ae pound ~of- it ‘for ‘three ea ds 
‘extolled * our wonderful’ European herb,’ fays 
and ‘endued ‘ic With more and greater virtues, 
that ‘the ae of their martes ‘thrub could poffibly ‘be 
“fh this : Tee he “gives 4 fammary account of the 
$ Se beer and acts of parliament. ‘relating to 
e feveral duties upon it, from -Oliver’s time 
Lee with a table of; the: forts “of tea: that 


ve b rat from the year’ 1729, °to’ #742, in- 
Mic th: their’ natnés “and ‘quantities yearly” im- 
‘edAfter which ‘he: obferves, “That not 7 

. prices and. forts of tea vary, but the “Zndigns a 
dextroiis in fhifting the colour, ‘{mell, “tafte and fize of 

the'leat ‘they colour ‘Steen like bohes;: and ‘make t 

kit mimick * the firft:" Sometimes ehe-fine‘gréen “tha 
have moft: fragrant, ° cordial, * réviving™ 'fmelt and 
tafe; at other ‘times, “as: fays the Bottor is’ thé prefetic 
mode, .al] good tea .fhall ‘ioell fo ‘ank Gf foap, that 
itwould ‘hake any delitate‘perfon’s ftomack penk, that 
was not: forid of Mrs. Syeppey’s medicine. “Neither 
fnelf nor colour can ‘bé altered withouit forme addition’; 
ind’ for this: you muft'traft” both the ‘Humanity: aiid 
jig ment of che oor Indians with | our health and 
fe.” The fize’ of the’ leaf Yariés, d; it isfooner or 
bi réd, or more or lefs curled when dried, 
a We. i in the difference between bing’ and’ fine 
+ 4 cannifter that’ contains two" pounds” of the 
, “aia ‘is } young and carled up fo cldfe, ' wilt fcaree 
‘one ‘pound of th firft, which ‘is ‘parhered whéh 
the ‘leaf is’ ld, or *half-dead.” In Anether place he 
On rom the different times ‘of gathering; degrees 
of faating _ curling,” ways of favouring, the pré- 






* Mile: is the Doétor’s word : We leave’ our readers 
to make theit own remarks Of this ‘writer’ 8 Janguage. 
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to the. eas and healthy; far more ee and 
ipo'd than being tea? What more nafty and naufeous 
fmell than foap adds at_your nofe? 'What.more.com- 
fortable and cordial thas the natural {mell of the fineft 
green teas 
Chap. VI. explains the. principles of tea, Chap. 
-Vil.. treats of the.manner of ufing tea; and of the 
‘other herds The Zartars, he fays, boil it in 
‘milk, which he condemns, and- give his-reafons. ‘The 
Japan powder it, pour on: boiling water;, ‘and. 2 
Up all Susies This .method, . too, he. difappro 
“The Chinefe-rafe it as we.do,_but.when they have re drank 





the liquor; they often prepare the leaves for-an evening 


fallad, with. fugar, oil and.vinegar., Hes adds fome 
‘curious_improvements in the making.-of tea, as the 
phrafe is; and. finifhes this chapter with remarks. on the 
-virtues of good .water. " 
Chap, VILL, Wo, when, ty ine to ufé Tea.’ soi 
In this difcourfe Dr, Short confiders tea not. in a 
medicinal. -but .dietetick light ; and judges it improper 
‘diet, ether. fmall cr ftrong, for infants 5 for.this. he 


jaffigns. fundry reafons, nor does he advife grown. Up 


perfons “either to drink it too often, or.in great quan- 
tities ata time: ‘* For, fays he, though . it_ may 
feem to agree well for fome years, yet it may produce 

its effects :afterwards, more riveted in the. conftitution, 
and harder to be extirpated. Hence we often fee but 
bad effeéts-of it in the fair fex efpecially, who. ufe but 
little exercife,.and deny themfelves a frequent: glafs of 
réd-wine, .how.faint, pale, relaxed, Jow-fpirited, and 
leucoplhematic®, they often are, and how, many 


* The very’ frequent ufe the Do&or makes of thefe bard 


-terms of art, will, »we are afraid, render his writings of li 


fervice .to the Radics: In our extraéts we avoid them 2s 
much as poflible. ; 
; complaints 
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ints we hear of the tremors and pains in the 
other fex, from an indifcreet ufe of it. Grofs’ corpu- 
ent people, the phlegmatic, and fuch whole blood is 
too thin and watery, ought either not to drink it at all, 
or in fmall quantity and ftrong,— Such as ufe exercife, 
ora chearful glafs at night, may beneficially drink 
moreof it than others: * Fle wifely adds, ‘* If it agree 
with them ; 2. ¢. leaves no bad effects.”* Again, 
_ A moift; ‘thick, cloudy, foggy air, a marfhy 
ftuation, require green tea, and to be drank. ftrong 
and fparingly ; the fame do pot-companions and  ale- 
tipplers, to open the ureters, aud help off with . their 
daily-load : But. fuch as are much weakened and 
emaciated, and juft recovering from fore acute difeafes, 
require more nourifhing things.— Such as ufe little ex- 
acifé, and live temperately, fhould not drink it above 
once a day ; the intemperate may have it oftener and 
fronger, ——Nor is it a liquor fitted for the ufe of a 
very hot feafon, to be ufed_ too liberally, as it relaxes 
the fomach and whole habit more, and promotes the 
difcharge of the’ thinner parts of the blood, often fuf- 
ficiently drained off by the heat of the weather,— 
And what {till more tends to make its ufe injurious, 
isthe cuftom of drinking it with drams, — volatile 
fpirits, and cordial tinétures; for as thefe are.often 
called in -upon the immoderate ufe. of it, fo they 
haflen on the ruin of the unhappy tipplers.”” 
. Chapters TX. X, treat of the virtues, and good 
and bad effeéts of tea. The fum total. of which, 
dter a yaft profufion of hard words; fhews that tea, 
like other liquors, moderately ufed, does not dif- 
agree with fome conftitutions, but taken in too great 
Quantities, is hurtful to all. 
The author’s fecond general difcourfe is on fugar, 
» and made wines, and contains five chapters. 
“Sugar, he obferves, ** is, like oil, wholly in- 
flammable in the fire; like falt, it totally diffolves and 
mixes in water; and made into a {trong lye, it chry- 
lizes : yet mix’d with water, it ferments, and makes 
Xx 2 a {trong 
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@ fiedng:'wine, and that wine is convertable: into: gy 
ftrong a.vinegar. By rubbing in a moprtar, sit incdg, 
porates with ‘oil. Hence Boerhaave obferves, :that per. 
haps. in all nature there isto be found:no ‘other body, 
jo which all. tlicfe properties confpire. Hence. it ‘jg 
plain, that fugar is apure foap,: a combination of. gif 
and fal, ‘or a true eflential oily falt, which with oj 
makes an extemporaneous faap.? <-! ik 
. Haning .afcertained the nature of sfugar>in general, 
the author. proc¢eds to mention the effects of the va. 
rious! forts,of,.it,om various conftirutions 5 and thence 
deduces fome thort hints with regard: to the ufe of ir, 


CHAP. II» ‘On Milk. 


Among a great number of the author’s obfervations 
on this liquid, are the following, I. ** Thar womens 
milk} of’ all others, ‘is the moft agreeable to our con- 
ftitutions, as it is the firft and general nourifhment 
which nature has provided ‘for all; it digefts more 
éafily, and’ nourifhes much, abounds with ferum, and 
has a middling quantity of butter and'cheefe in it, 
Next to this, fays he, is affes milk, which differs little 
from it. After them mare’s milk, which has little 
butter or cheefe, but very much ferym or water; ca 
mel’s milk is much of this nature, and is,often ufed 
inftead of mare’s, when. camels are Rleniy, Cow’s 
milk is hatder of digeftion thin any of the former, but 
is more nourifhing to healthy perfons, and very grate- 
ful to thé tafte ; it contains moft butter. of any of 
them, but lefs cheefe ih proportion, “Goat's milk is 
thicker, has lefs frum, and more cheefe, which mai 
it fo agreeable to moift bodies, who’ expectorate much, 
and-‘whole lungs aré’a continual pump to drain the 
lcaks.of the whole body. Sheep’s milk has Iefs fe- 
fum, but more butter and cheefe, which makes it 
. thicker, of harder digeftion, and apt to produce more 
and greater obitructions in fuch as ule Jefs labour or 
exercife; therefore it ig rarely ufed, except by fome 
ruftics, Sow’s milk has {carce any cheefe, but very 
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quch’ waters therefore it is raw, ihfipid, difapréeable, 
ind never wed? Soria | 
‘fy The beft milk for healthy nourifiment; is that 
which i§ Hewly drawn ffoth’ a nifddlé-aged ‘atimal, 
heithiy, and fed with good-fobd’; that whith is white, 
either too thick nor thin, Has 4° good fmelf,’ without 
ny hatfh, brackifh, bictét, or fharp tafte. 
Milk that has thofe properties abounds’ with oily 
balfamic® parts, which a it very ‘foftning, and fit 
fot good nourifhment, witho¥e much laboljr oF toil to 
the digeftive faculty, béing a chyle already ‘prepared 
gpon the ftomach of another animal, having ‘patt the 
hattedls,; been mix’d with the blood, undergone feveral 
digeftions and fecretions, freed: from moft of its grofs 
excrémentitiotis parts, and’ fitted to pafs the like dni- 
mal tubes it -had before gone through. . It is éfpecially 
fiited to thin, wafted, and lean bodies; whofe juices 
are thin and acrid, ot folid$ too’ftiff and élaftic ; for, its 
abundance of oil lubricates the veflels, diniinifhes cheir 
force; and fheaths the alcdline’ falts, which irritated 
the fibres, increafed the rdpidity of the blood’s motion, 
and diminifhéd its dué confiftente, It is 4 common er- 
for to think to mend milk by boiling it ; that deprives 
itof its pureft and fineft féerum,: which dilated its ra- 
mous or fulphureous parts, and makes it thicker ; 
whereby it Communicates a taint of vifcidity to our 
Juices, which, though quickly overcome by: the exer- 
tife or hard labour of the mechanic, is not fo foon con- 
quer’d in the veffels of the aged; ftudious, idle, vale- 
tidinaty, or thofe of weak ftomachs. | It is the belt 
food in the world to a fhatter’d conttitutish by long 
‘and dangerous fevers, which have left great weaknefs, 
‘and brought on an atrophy, with an infentibly wafting 
he@ic; for the fibres and veffels being almolt worn 
Out, and incapable of digefting folid food, without 
finally wafting their fmall fpring which remains, and 
Kindling a ftrong he@ic fever after eating, and that 
fadceeded by colliquative night-fweats, nothing in this 
tafe cari challenge the preference of a milk-diet and 
§00d air (except v per-wine or broth) ‘as it* ia food 
X 3 ready 
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ready digefted, fic for nourifhment, fuffers the veffels 


to play eafily, receives litle force in them to. grind it 
down, but only what is neceflary to move. it lowly on; 
and in its courfe, as it gently glides along, it takes of 
the ftimulus of the fibres, lubricates, moiftens, and 
repairs their wafte, reftores the confiftence of a too 
fluid blood; fills the tubes with frefh lymphatic, arte. 
rial, and nervous juice, ready ftrained off, made and 
elaborated. by the healthy ftrong veffels of another ani- 
mel. As it is endued with balfamic qualities, it ex- 
pands, fills, and fupplics plentifully the fmall tubes of 
the body, augments the chyle, increafes the femen, 
and excites venery better than wine or fpices, which 
act only by ftimulation,: and raife nature above itfelf.” 
He further obferves, on this head, ** that fuch as live 
chiefly on vegetables, eggs, milk, fhell-fith, &c. are 
far more difpofed to venery than others ; nor are they 
(fays he) made languid by it; for they are not pro- 
vok’d by irritation of the parts, but a repletion of 
them, which ftirs them up; for the fame reafon, 
cuftards boiled, milk with eggs, rice-pudding, & 
are {lill greater additions to this property of milk.” 

The author next. proceeds to fhew in what difeafes 
a milk diet may be recommended ; and in what cafes, 
and to what conititutions it is an enemy. He con 
cludes this Chapter. with obfervations on the nature 
and effects of bucter-milk and whey. 

Chap. II. treats of Mead, Metheghn, and Hydrt 
mel, Thefe liquors, he obferves, are much ufed in 
the northern countries, where great cold hinders the 
growth of ihe grape, and produétion of wine but 
kind nature has bountifully provided them with honey, 
which they make into a ipiritous liquor -with water, 
and efteem it as much, or prefer it before wine. 
Mead, Metheglin, and Hydromel, are all prepared from 
honey ;, which, the doctor tells us, is a natural foap, at- 
tenuating, apperitive, loofening, cleanfing, laxative, 
and ftimulating, of great efteem before the ule of fi- 
gar, and in feveral cafes exceeds it, as for a pectoral, 
diuretic, &¢, ‘* Thefe liquors adds he, are made 
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with yeaft after boiling 3 °the’laft is only honey ‘and’ 
water boiled, and barrelled clofe up, without’ fermenta- 
tion, ‘Thefe are the chief drinks of Rafia, Lithuania 
and Tartary,~and feveral good. houfewives in Britain 
reand keep them yearly.” Fermented Mead hav- 
ing-the effential oil and falts of the flowers: from which: 
itis gathered, broken,~ mixéd with the water, and re~ 
duced to fubtile volatile fpirit; becomes: of the nature 
of wine when it is kept toa right age, 7.°¢. ‘till it be 
car, fine, and of a pleafant vinous tafte, which, if 
right’ made, ic muft be, confidering that honey is only 
the moft: effential, fubtile, and fine parts of flowers ; 
and“for-this reafon Mead: mutt ‘be a very wholfome 
liquor, becaufe it is a curious and chemical*collection 
of the beft principles of: aromatic and ‘cordial flowers. 
It muft, as an excellent nervous wine, increafe the ani- 
mal {pirits, inflate the delicate tubes“ with its volatile 
and exalted parts, fic them better for vigorous motion: 
and action ; and, as it affords plenty of nervous juices, 
frengthen the heart, promote circulation, and prove 
a great cordial, far beyond: brandy,’ aqua vite, or 
French wine.” He carries‘on his panegyric on this li- 
quor, the length of two pages further,‘and then {peaks 
of Hydromel; which is honey and” water boiled and 
kept unfermented, with cinnamon, ginger, and nut- 
megs. This he reckons a powerful cleanfer of the 
lungs; ** it helps expectoration, fays he, and fheaths 
fharp: prickling falts which ‘tickle ‘the tracheal 
glands; for ic not having undergone fermentation; 
abounds with many oily parts and falts, which not 
being fo minute and fubtile as in the’ other,’ prick nor, 
hor ftimulate the nerves and glands; neither are the 
tily parts fo grofs as ‘to cloy and load the fimall vef- 
ils of the lungs, but foftén and fmooth them, heath 
the tharp irritating falts, and fmooth the infides of 
veflels with a noble balfamic Atus, which defends 
them: from pungency and irritation, *till they recover 


ftength and elafticity, whereby they fhake off and 
X 4 propel 
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with*honey*and: water; ‘and {ome aromatics, ‘as cihna-! 
monj gingers’ nutmegs, cloves, Ge,’ and fermented’ 
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propel any vifcid or faline:moifture, whith amight-foff, 
load,..or-tickle. them: ‘Thos is. honey and: mead. of 
unipeakable fervice to the difeafes of the breaft,”— 
The-author further enumerates the excellences of this 
liquor; and. concludes’ the chapter with. rettiarking, 
that, on the other hand, all preparations:of; honey are 
difagreeable’ to, choleric conititutions, foon degene- 
rating, into;the nature of» bile, and caufing, gripes, 
cholicks, .and, not feldom death, - He adds, that 
mead, &o. is alfo-hyrcful in ardent fevers, and in hot 
fummer weather. | now 90 
Chapters [V,, and V. explain the properties.of Birch; 
Goofebery,, Cowflip, Orange, Rafbery, Elder, andsother 
e-Wines;, which we do not think teceffary for 
us to dwell particularly upon 3. but, the third-general 
difcourfe,- which. immediately follows, containing things 
of more importance, deferves. more attention, ——But 
of this in our next. Our author’s treatife.on the Bills 
of Mortality muft likewife be deferred, for want of 
room in this Month’s Number. | G 
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ARTICLE au. 


a Critical Enquiry into. the prefent State of Surgery, 
By Samuel. Sharp, F. R..S: . Primed for J..and RK. 
Fonfon,: and S. Draper, 8vo. Price 3s. 6d: 


'N this work the. author examines the feveralme- 
thods made :ufe of by the, moft. celebrated fur- 
geons, in-difficule- cafes, and: after fhewing in what 
refpects they ate deficient, points out. the method 
which fhould be obferved,:. in order to render the cure 
more certain and eafy. And as feveral improvements 
lately made, afe. as yet -but little known,: Mr. Sharp 
Has carefully enumerated them. But. as’ the treat 
ment of tumours, wounds, abfceffes;, ulcers, Juxations 
and. fractures, are fundamentally the fame in every 
country of Europe, he has made no: obfervations: 
thelé articles, This 
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.!'This book. is-divided into-fevemchapters. The, firtt 


treats of Hermia’s.:. the fecond..of the Hydrocele5,.the 


chirds of the Sarcecele, the. foorth-of Puncture of ‘the 
Periiaum, and the Difeafes of the Urethra; the fifth 
of cutting for the Stone. The fixth is. fubdivided into 
feven Sections: The firft treats of. Tumours of ,the 
Gall-bladaer.; the {econd of .encyfted. and adherent 


Stames Of the Bladder; “the third. of the Empyemas - 


the faurth of thé Concuffions of the Brain; the fifth 
of the Fiftula Lacrymahs ; the fixth of the Polypys.; and 
the\feventh of the Extirpation of the Jovfils. . Aad the 
feventh chapter treats of Amputation, tas Suet 
«ln: the. firft chapter, which. treats of . Hernia’s, 
Mr.iSbarp, in order to rendér the various improve- 
ments made by the moderns in this branch of Surgery 
the more intelligible, firf€ gives us an anatomical de- 
fetiption of the feat of each particular Hernia, . He 
thed examines the different opinions of the moft famous 
furgeons, with regard-to the treatment of each fpecies; 
carefully obferving, the dangers and’ difficulties’ which 
attend-each procefs, and pointing out the moft proper 
means of avoiding them. We: fhall infert the follow- 
ing, extract concerning the method of performing, the 
operation in a. Rubonocele, ‘* The common way_of 
beginning, the operation.is by pinching. up the fkin 
ipasGecedl yin that part which covers the Rings, and then 
by infinuating a director between the Tanica Vaginalis, 
to extend the incifion an inch above the Riggs, and a 
confiderable length below them towards the bottom: of 
the Scrotum ;. but it is.a- much eafier and quicker me- 
thod to begin your incifion at .once an inch or;twe 
above the Rings, and contifiue it at one ftroke as. far 
as you propofe to carry it, which may be: executed 
without any rifk, by a man accuftomed to diffections. 
When you have thus cut through the Membrana 
adipofa, you’ muft clear it away with’ your knife from 
the Tunica Vaginaks, which will. then give you, an op- 
portunity of opening that membrane and the Herniary 
Sack, in the manner. that fhall beft fuic the circum- 
ftance of the cafe; When the Hernia is recent, it is 
: faid 
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faid the Sack is thin, ‘fo that you may pinch it up a:li 
between your finger’and thumb, and -make a: fmalf 
- orifice into it either with a knife or fciflars, without 
any rifk of wounding the Inteftine ; after which either 
a director may be introduced to cut upon with a knifep 
or the incifion may be dilated with a pair of probe. 
fciffars : But when the Hernia is old, the Lamina of its 
mémbranes are exceedingly thickened, and fo tenfe, 
that they cannot be pinched up for this procefs : Under 
fuch a circumftance, we are ordered (0 puth a pointed 
direGtor obliquely forward between Lamina and La- 
mina, cutting them‘as it advances, till we arrive within 
the Herniary Sack, and then to proceed in the manner 
juft now “defcribed : This meafure is calculated to 
avoid the danger of wounding the Jnteftines, but itis 
a tedious procefs, and I queftion whether it be more 
fafe than cutting gradually a {mall orifice through the 
feveral Lamine with the point of the knife. Iris 
hardly of any importance how fmall the orifice is’; for 
if it admit only the blunt end of a probe into the Sack, 
you may, by lifting it up, enlarge the orifice at plea. 


fure, though generally there is water in the Sack, which ° 


rufhes out at the orifice, and fhews evidently there 
is a {pace for the fafe dilatation of the wound. Yet it 
muft be confeffed, that this isa part of the cperation, 
which, perhaps, demands the moft delicacy in opera- 
ting of any other, 

When the Herniary Sack is laid open from the very 
bottom up to the rings of the mufcles, and the blood- 
veffels tied, if any hazemorrhage has enfued, we are then 
to profecute the Operation according: to the ftate of the 
Vifcera. (n an’ Entero Epipocele, if. the Omentum be 
not mortified) it is advifeable to return it entire into 
the Abdomen with the Inteftine ; but it feldom happens 
that people fubmit‘to the operation before fome part 
of the Omentum is gangrened. ‘To make way for the 
returt of the Intefine and Omentum, -the rings muft-be 
dilated ; for which purpofe the moderns have deviled 
a great variety of inftruments : But however ingenious 
their fevéral inventions may appear, as I am por 
they 
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they are none of them fo handy as the ‘ctooked knife 
with a blunted point, I fhall' not enter into the exa- 
mination of their particular merits or defects, ’burt ‘fhall 
recommend this inftrument only, with which Thave 
always dilated the Ringsof the'mufcles, without: prick- 


ing the Inteftines. ‘The manner of performing this 


procefs, is by preffing down the Inteftines’ with the 
fore-finger, and then introducing the knife between it 
and the Rings of the mufcles, to dilate them a_ little 
obliquely upwards and outwards, about an inch, which 
will be a wound large enough.: 

I have here propofed the opening the Herniary Sack, 

vious to the dilatation of the Rings; but to avoid 
the leaft rifk of wounding the Jnteffikes iri the dilata- 
tion of the Rings, it may be performed. as foon as 
the fkin and Membrana adipofa are cleared away from 
the Tunica Vaginalis, that is, before you open the Sack, 
in which circumftance it is almoft impoffible to’ incur 
this danger. But I cannot'recommend this procefs for 
feveral reafons :. Firft, It is'not impoffible, ‘ that upon 
freeing, the ftrangulation, the: Vifeera may fuddenly re- 
‘turn into the édomen, and carry with them a morti- 
fied portion. of the Omentam, ora mortified part of the 
Inteftine ; both of which fhould neceffarily: be cut off 
before the found: parts ‘are reduced, as will be. farther 
explained by ‘and by. | Secondly, The Hernia may be 
of a nature not'to require the dilatation of the Rings ; 
for * it: is fard, that by drawing a little more Inteftine 
from the Abdomen into the Hernia, it will fometimes 
difingage the ftrangulation, and render the reduction 
ealy, without cilating the Riags. And laftly, The Her- 
uinary Sack may happen to be'fo contracted, as to: re- 
quire abfolutely a dilatation, as will be farther ex- 
plained, | . 

Moft writers fpeak of the danger of wounding the 
Epigaftrick Artery, in thedilatation of the Rings, and 
recommend different methods of ftopping the Hzmor- 
rhage; but the courfe of that artery is generally fo 


* Le Dran, 126, Verduc. p. 24. Edit. 1693. Paris. 
much 
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much nearer to the, Linea alba of the, Abdomen; that 
where,-this incifion is, matle,; and fo. much beneath: the 
Heruiay that, it is not expofed in the manner they res 
prefer ,| Though, fhouid a veliel, as large ‘as the Epi- 
géftrick: Artery, be wounded, it would give little or no 
trouble; to..a, furgeon. who underftood: ‘the: ufe of the 
crooked, needle. | Xb 

. Lhave hitherto fpoke ‘of dilating thé Sack, as far as 
the Rings, and then of dilating the Rings, in, ordet to 
free she! ftrangulation.; bur it has. beenlately. difco. 
ver’d that the ftricture of the Rings is not the on 
caufe .of a ftrangulated. Intgtine ; and this difcovery 
has opened a new fcene of improveriients: It is, now 
univerfally acknowledged, that fince the * firft hints 
were given, about twenty-five years ago, that the en- 
trance into the Herniary Sack is capable of fo great a 
contraction, as, to.comprefs the Inteftine, and excite 
the,/fame fymptoms with a ftricture of the Rings. 
‘+ There are examples, where the Hernia has been re- 
duced. into the Abdomen, and notwithftanding the 1te- 
duction, all the complaints have continued as before, 
In fome of the inftances’ the patient has died, and 
upon opening the body, it appéared that the Hermi- 
ary Sack was returned, with the Vifcera, into the Ab- 


domen,. where full continuing to reftringe them 4s. 


much.as it did when in the groin, it at length proved 
-mortal... In others the fame thing has been proved by 
the operation ; and it is worth obferving, that the 
hardnefs\of the tumour is fénfiblé to the finger, when 
-it is introduced through the paflage by which the 
Hernig was'formed, and will help to inform us of the 
ftate of the-cafe. Befides, when the Sack is returned 
with the Jntefine, itis done without any noife, where- 
as, when the Jnteffine is returned alone, it may be 
hard-to. mové ; which, circumftance wilf help to di- 
ftinguifhy the one from the other. . , 
deis hardly to be doubted, that this ftri@ture in th 
enttance;-or neck of the Herniary Sack, arifes generally 
* Le Dran, Obferv. 58. Arnaud, 382. oar 
+ Obfervi 58. Le Dran. Arnaud, 372, &e. aed 
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from the preflure of a tru&,' which bringing the:two 
fides almoft: into .contaé& -with one -another,imisthat 
part neat the Rings of the Abdomen, av lat determines 
ipinto that fhape.’ But though] have-herevpokén of 
the return of.the Sack with the Vi/cera, when-the:Fiir- 
aia is reduced, it muft be remark’d, thatthe icafe:-is 
not very. cotnmon ; for,:inumoft Hernia’s the Vifeera 
only are‘reduced,: and the Sack remains in the groin, of 
Scrotum ; at leat it has fo-happened, thatoinalithé!in- 
flances where I have either, performed. thecoperation, 
or examined the cafe in. adead cbody, the Werniary 
Sack has adhered intimately to the internal fubface of 
the Tunica:-Vaginalis, and has not: prefented ‘the ‘idea 
of one bag within another, but ofa” bag -with one 
denfe ftrong coat : So that. lit is:not the Bergiary Sack 
alone, but the Tunica Vagivalis alfo, which/undergoes 
this alteration, whenever it happens on‘the outfide ‘of 
the 4, Or : blsow OU. DOW pki 
~The: gteateft ule, however, refulting -from kiiow- 
ing the poffibility of this fhape of the Herniary: Sack, 
is the inftru&tion we. receive: from it, to carry the:inei- 
fion of the Sack as far as the incifion of the ‘Rings, ‘that 
is about an inch, which will ufually be a fufficient’ -eX- 
tent, tho’ there fhould.be a ftricture in thatrplace’y but 
fure as this rule may appear, it is always’ advifeable, 
for greater certainty, °to uitroduce the fore-finger of the 
left-hand wp the Sack ; fronpowhich: we may: leapmiwhe- 
ther there be any part.of the ftri€ture yet unopened: | 
Before this circum ftance was attended to; andiwhen 
it was believed.that the ftri€ture of the Rings,°and the 
adhefion of the Vifcera to ‘the Sack, were the only im- 
pediments in nature to the return of the Jptefines, if 
by chance 'fuch a cafe occurr’d, andthe Rings'only: were 
dilated, the patient neceflarily died becaufethettran 
gulation was not relieved. » However) it? muft'be con* 
feffed, that an ample enlargement of the . Rings. and 
Sack was formerly recommended by * Cyprianas, tho’ 
he was not apprifed of thjs ‘accident : he fas a latge 


* Epiftela de foctu ex Uueri tuba excife, pe Bao 
open- 
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opening of the Rinagsand.Sack is of great fervice in fa. 
clitatiog the return of the Vifeera. © But'l thinig this 
doétrine of a large incifion, tho’ there’ be no ftriQure 
of the. Sack, cannot be inculcated too ftrongly ; for 
whén-the:incifion is large,’ we not only handle: the ins 
flamed and almoft mortified Jnte/ftines with lefs rough: 
nefs, ‘in order to:reduce them, but alfo efcape the con: 
fequence which follows upon wounding tendinous parts 
without dividing them, as poffibly may. happen in this 
café.to timorous operators, who juft make a flight in: 
cifion-into the edges of the: Rings, without carrying it 
through them.”? , . 
. -Mr.Sharp then proceeds to confider the method ‘to 
be. obferved, when a portion of the Omentum or. In 
teftine is gangren’d, €&¥c.:‘but as the ‘narrow limits’ of 
our plan:will not admit ‘us‘to enumerate all the obfer- 
vations:.and. improvements of this ingenious? gentle: 
man, which indeed would require almoft:a tranfcript 
of -thé whole performancey we fhall conclude this ar- 
ticle with:an .extract: of the author’s obfervations ‘on 
Bougiés for: diforders:in: the Urethra, After the au- 
thor has enquired into the nature of thefe diforders, 
fhewn the reafons why we may expeét the moft falutary 
effects from this method of. treatment, °and particulars 
ly ‘inquired into'the nature and fuccefs of thofé made 
ufe of by the celebrated M. Daran, he proceeds to 
confider the properties requifite: in the : Bougie, and 
points out.a.compofition, which,’ if not the fame with 
that:famous practitioner’s, yet at leaft will have nearly 
the fame effect. ‘* The properties requifite, fays this 
author, in the Bougie, are a‘fufficient degree of firmnels, 
that.it maybe introduced with fome force; A fupple- 
nefs and.tenacity, that it may conform to the motions 
of the body, without breaking ; a lenient fuppurative 
difpofition, to bring on a difcharge without paitl} 
and,; laftly, a {moothnefs of furface, that: it» may not 
only be introduced with more eafe, but that it may lie 
eafy in the pafiage till it begins to diffolve. ot 
The beft bafis of fuch a Bougie, in my opinion, is 
Diachylon fimplex, which may be render’d efficacious by 
2 2 
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a great variety of mixtures; but tho’ an addition of 
certain.gums, or of the mucilage plaifter, will alone 
anwer the purpofe in fome diforders, of the Urethra, 
yet as along ule of mercurial applications, is almoft a 
ific for venereal ulcers, and has .alfo a powerful 
effect on. every other {pecies of ftubborn ulcers, I-have 
chiefly confined my. experiments to. preparations of 
Mercury. > | 
[have often ufed white Precipitate, red Precipitate, 
Calomel, and Zthiops Mineralis ; and tho’ the Prect- 
pitate, at leaft the red Precipitate, are properly efcha- 
rotic powders, yet when they are mingled in plaifter 
they lofe their corrofive property, in the fame manner 
as Elixir of Vitricl does. by dilution, and.on this oc- 


cauffical qualities of the mercury by the plaifter they are 
mixed with. ey > 
. But tho’ thefe. remedies often work a cure in fome 
ftubborn difeafés of the Urethra, yet a very large quan- 
tity of crude quickfilver added to the plaifter, feems to 
be better calculated for the purpofe, as quickfilver, 
mingled with axungia or plaifter, is not only an ex- 
cellent topical medicine for ulcers, but has alfo a pe- 
culiar difcutient quality, which it exerts even when 
there is no rupture of the veflels. “This operation of 
the quickfilver therefore feems to give it greatly the 
preference to the other compofitions, becaufe it not 
only aéts as favourably upon the furface of the ulcers, 
but alfo exerts its other virtues on the fungous or indu- 
tated parts of the Urethra. | 
Perhaps we fhall difcover hereafter the proper. pro- 
Portion of quickfilver to the plaifter ; at prefent I have 
al- 
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alloted half an ounce’ to every ounce of plaifter, ‘whith 


renders it exceflively more mercarial than any plaiffer 


fow in ufe, ‘The diachylon ‘mult. ‘be made’ with “oil: 
and a little Pix Burgundica added to it,’ that it may be 
fufficiencly tenacious : to every ounce of plaifter 1 have 
ufually flung in two drams of crude‘antimony finely 
levigated, from an opinion that it greatly conduées tg 
the {moothnefs and good confiftence of the Bougie, be: 
fides, that it may poffibly have other virtues. - Upon 
this plan the prefcription ftands thus, °- z 
; Diach. cum pice Purgund, 3). 
Argent. Vio. Bo 
Antim. Crud. Pulv. 3%. = sa 
The quickfilver, whether it be divided in Balf. Subph. 
or Honey, muft not be put into the plaifter till the mo: 
ment before the Bougtes are made, nor muft the plaifter 
be boiling hot at that time, left by the heat the'quitk= 
filver fhould feparate from the body it is divided ‘in, 
and fall to the bottom in form of globules. “Wheri the 
quickfilver is mingled with che plaifter moderately hot, 
the flips of fine rag muft lie ready to dip ‘in the com- 
pofition. Thefé flips muft be of different lengths from 
fix to nine or ten inches, and about three inches broad } 
roll them up loefely, -and taking hold of one ae 


with the left hand, let it.fali in upon the. furface off 
plaifter, and then draw it our ‘gently ; as it is d 
out it will unro!, and-take up a eat) of plarfter up 
on its furface, equal to the thicknefs of a filver or 
tho’, to ‘facilitate the unrolling of the rag, it will be 
proper to affift its motion with the-ehd of a fpatuila, ot 
any fuch inftrument : the plaifter mutt, “however, be 
fo hot as to foak thro’ and difcolour the rag, .other- 
wife it will not make fo good a Bougie. ‘Several “fips 
of rags may be dip’d into the famé compofition, one 
after.another, béfore it becomes too cold; but to do 
this more handily, the ladle in which it is melted ougt 
to be broad and flat at the bottom, and the plait 
‘muft be kept ftirring, that it may. preferve an ¢q 
confiftence, * 
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‘gf. the cloath be exactly three inches broad, it will 
make fix Bougies of a moderate fize; but their fize 
be encreafed or diminifhed according to the occa 
fons’ Je is generally advifeable, that the Bougie fhould 
te fmaller at the end which is introduced through the 
swiftures, than at that which 1s left out at the Penis ; 
for that, purpofe many cut off a part-of the oblong 
I have defcribed, in fuch a manner as to reduce 
italmoft into the fhape of'a long right-angled triangle ; 
butas this way of cutting it weakens the Bougie ex+ 
eedingly, and it is not at all neceffary the Bougie 
fould be taper from one extremity to the other, it is 
much better to cut off a little flope of about an inch 
adanhalf-long, from theend that is to be paffed into 
the Urethra, which will leffen it where it is requifite to 
be fmall, and leave ic {trong in the other parts where 
the diminution is not neceflary. 

The plaifter taken up by the cloth when dip’d, will 
have little bubbles on its furface, and not be fo fmooth 
sifit had: been f{pread, therefore an iron f{patula a 
jutle warmed may be paffed over the plaifter before it 
becut into Bougies, which will render it more com- 
‘patand even. It is a much more exact and f{peedy. 
method to cut.the Bougies off with a knife and ruler than 
with fciffars, When they are rolled up it muft be with 
that fide outwards which is covered with plaifter, and 
they muft firft be rolled up with the finger and thumb 
a clofe as poffible, before they are rolled upon a board 
marble ; for upon this circumftance the neatnefs of 
the Bougie very much depends: I think too they may 
berolled up more neatly by the hand than any kind. 
of machine. . Holding the plaifter a little before the 
fre, if it be winter, will facilitate the rolling, unlefs 
thas been juft dip’d, when it is not neceflary, 

lam appriz’d how ihartificial it mutt appear,.to pro-, 
pole fuch a compendious method of cure as is here laid 
down by the ufe of one fort of Bougie, when it is faid 

men of the greateft experience, that different kinds 
ofBougies are neceffary for the different ftages of the 

Von. 1. Y cure, 



























322 The MONTHLY REVIEW, 


cure, I will not take upon me to anfwer this affertign, 
by declaring the method I have propofed is perfed, 
it probably may admit of improvement ; but {till cap 
affirm, that in this manner | have cured @ great nyg 
ber of diforders of the Urethra, accompanied with 
Strangury, incontinence of urine, fuppreffions. of urine, 
and dreadful Fifulas in Perineo; which, J prefume; 
will be a fufficient motive for us to follow this 

of practice, till fome one more fkilful than myfelf 
fhall oblige the world with fo ufeful a difcovery, 

But though the doétrine I have here advanced is 
chiefly built upon experience, yet from what we feein 
the treatment of wounds and ulcers, the event is not 
myfterious. Indeed formerly, furgeons hardly dared 
to believe the cure of an ulcer could poffibly be com. 
pleated but by a regular fucceflion of detergent, dige. 
ftive, incarnative and cicatrifing applications; at prefent 
this formal Aparatus is greatly abridged, and it is 
known, that afoul ulcer may be brought into: adifpof- 
tion to heal, and be even perfeétly cicatrifed by the 
fame remedy. I fufpect, however, that the fi 
neceffity of feveral claffes of Bougies is founded on this 
ancient Opinion, and on the falfe principle, that all 
difcharge procured by the Bougie is derived from the 
ulcers themfelves 5 in confequence of which, it is con 
cluded, that fo long as a fuppurative Bougie fhall be con- 
tinued, the ulcer muft remain unhealed: But if ham 
right, 1 have proved that a great portion of the dif 
charge is not from the ulcer ; fo that it is poffible they 
may be healed notwithitanding the Bougie continues to 
be covered with fome difcharge. Neverthelefs, had 
we a certain criterion, by which to judge that the uleers 
were in. a kind difpofition to heal, and that the ob- 
ftacles of the Urethra were radically cured, I have no 
objection to deficcative Bougies.” Ip 
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ARTICLE CIV. 


le Nouveau Macasin Francois, Be. for January 
1750. Price 6 d. Sold by Griffiths, Changuion, &e, 


a 


F we may venture to judge of the merit of this pe- 
[i undertaking, from what is contained in 
firft Number, we may fafely recommend it to the, 
publick. Nor indeed can we reafonably fufpect, that 
the following. Numbers will be worfe executed than 
the firft. There is an extenfive correfpondence. eftab- 
jihed with foreigh parts; the authors abilities feem 
ate to. the defign ; and as to materials, the only 
dificulty is to feleét the beft, 

This Number contains the following articles: 1, 4 
Differtation on the frefb-water Polypus, by. M. le Cat, * 
the ingenious author of Ax Effay on the Senjes, jult 
aap in Englifo, Here we have a particular hi- 

1 of this curious animal, which has neither head, 
heart, nor entrails, its whole body being but one hol- 
low tube, or canal, from one end to the other. Be- 
fides:the organization of the polypus, there is an ac- 
count of its, manner of feeding, battles, and genera- 
tion; with feveral experiments performed on it. His. 
fntiments, however, concerning the diftinguifhing 
chatacteriftic of animals, will be difputed by all who 
deny-them-to be mere machines; for, according to 
him, the principle of Jife and felf-motion, in brutes, 
S nothing but a fubtile fluid, otherwife called an ani- 
mal fluid, a nervous liquor, and, by the ancients, a 
radical moifture. The fecond article is an obferva- 
ton in anatomy, concerning a membrane, lately dif- 
covered in .foetus’s ;.the ufe of which: is to. keep the 
eyes fhut. 3. A dialogue in verfe, relating to a book, 
cntiled, ZL? Art de plaire a tout le monde: 1.¢. The art 


-* This piece is printed fromthe author’s MS. fent by him 
from-France to the authors of this Magazine. ~ 
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of pleafing every body. 4. Ariftomenes, a tragedy, 
by M. de Marmontel.. After a large critical account 
of this piece, the following judgment is pafs’d u 

it: ** Notwithftanding its defeéts, 1 have read few 
pieces that have interefted me more :.an idea may be 
formed of the verfification, by the extracts I have 
given of ir. In fhort every thing may be expected 
from an author, who, at his firft fetting out in this 
thorny race, has been able to keep up with the greateft 
mafters.” 5. We have a moft interefting and tragj. 
cal inftance of the power of friendfhip ; which cannot 
be too often read by all who with well to the liberties 
of mankind ; for certainly, no fober ,thinking perfon 
can perufe it, without being, at the fame time, filled 
with compaffion toward the innocent fufferers, and an 
indignant deteftation of tyrannical, defpotic, and mi- 
litary governments. Every true-hearted Briton, at leaft, 
will blefs his ftars, that he was born in a Jand where 
the Habeas Corpus Act, that {trong bulwark of liberty, 
is {till in force. After what has been faid, the reader 
will eafily guefs the fcene of the hiftory to be laid ‘in 
France. 6. An hiftorical account of the’ origin of the 
Huns and Turks, taken from the Chinefe hiftorians, 
by M. de Guignes. 7. An Epigram. 8. A’ fhort 
account of forme Englifh books publifhed in anuary 
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ARTICLE CV. 


A DIssERTATION upon Eartuquakes, Roberts. 
. oe 
Price 1s. 


frets: this pamphlet may be looked upon as 
3 one of thofe hafty produétions commonly de- 
nominated catch-penny pieces ; yet as it is diverfify’d 
with the hiftories of many different earthquakes in 
Great-Britain, and clfewhere,’ it is abundantly capable 
of fatisfying the curiofity of fuch as are not furnith 
with other books on this fubject. ’ 
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Earthquakes are divided into nine different kinds, 
from their feveral effects. 1. Where the earth lying 
jevel with the fea, has been, by the force of. fubterra- 


neous fermentations, raifed often many feet, fometimes 


feveral fathoms, above that level, _ 2. Where the 
bottom of the fea is raifed above its furface, fo as 
to become not only vifible, but firm and dry Jand. 
3, When the earth heaves up in a plain, fo as to form 
ahill. 4. When the parts of the earth are raifed by 
acceflion of frefh earth lifted up and let fall upon it. 
5. When the earth finks down, cither froma hill into 
avalley, or is entirely abforbed fo asto form a lake of 
falt water. 6. When land, lying in a level is abforbed 
fo as to leave a vaft chafm, or a deep Jake in its place. 
‘7. When fome parts of the bottom of the fea fink, 
thereby occafioning abyffes and whirlpools. 8. When 
the parts of the earth are not only raifed, but remove 
gradually from one place to another, 9g. When there 
isonly a fhock or tremor of the earth, without doin 

“any mifchief. Particular inftances of each of thefe 
ate related in this pamphlet, and their caufes and con- 


fequences enquired into. Wy 


ARTICLE CVI, 


RerLecTions on the Sources of IncRevDuLITY, with 
regard to Religion, fmall Ottavo. Pages 119. Price 
1s. 6d, 








+p not our defign to write panegyricks on au- 
A thors, but then none, we dare fay, are fo 
cynically difpofed, as not to allow, but thofe who 
deferve well of mankind, ought always to. be men 
tioned with refpect ; for which reafon, if at any time 
we take upon us to pay this debt of gratitude to great 
and good men, we flatter ourfelves the public will 
hot only excufe fuch a freedom, but even expect it 
from us. 

With ref pect then, would.we mention the late Duncan 
orbes, Efq; Prefident of the court of feffion in Scot- 
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‘LAND, author of thele reflections on incredulity, asaman 
no le(s diftinguifhed for his love of philofofophical than 
civil liberty : How dear the Jatter was to him, the Brig 

Annals will teftify, and his writings fufficiently thew 
his attachment to the former, He was one of thofe 
‘Originial genius’s, raifed by their good fenfe above 
the prejudices which fetter the bulk of mankind: Or, 
if fubject to any, for who can fay he is free from every 
‘bias, it was certainly on the fide of virtue and religion, 

But as to the treatife itfelf, it may be .obfe oy 
general, that the dition is nervous and nahi ; 
the reflections difcover a great knowledge of the foibles 
of mankind, atid the whole breathes nothing, byt 
piety. ——Thus, with regard to the creation, he ob- 
ferves, that one, poffibly the chief, end of creating 
the univerfe, was, to fhew God to man. He hasa 
great many beautiful thoughts concerning the various 
inftinéts in brutes, and how happily reafon_fupplies 
their place in. Mankind; but then he remarks, that 
inftinct carries the former no farther than to what is 
fit apd neceffary; whereas reafon carries the latter 
much farther, ‘‘ In place of warm cloathing, which 
nature, fays he, requires, vanity will have it rich and 
gaudy ; the blufh of the rofe, the plume of the peacock, 
and the fhining wing of the butterfly, muft be imitated 
to ceck our fine ladies, and our much finer young 
gentlemen, In place of convenient manfions, we mutt 
have fumptuous palaces crufted with marble, and 
fhining with gold. In place of proper food, luxury 
has invented unnatural ‘mixtures, that diftrefs: the 
ftomach,”’ 

He goes on to the bad ufe mankind make of reafon 
with regard to-religion and. piety. ‘* They ‘have ey¢s 
tofee the author of nature and of their bleffings, the 
giver of that reafon that helps them to turn the product 
of the earth to his account ; he has in his makea dif 
poficion to gratitude; and he knows, that acknow- 
ledgment, thankfulnefs, and compliance with the will 
of his maker and benefator, is his duty. But, -alas! 
how feldom does he fuffer that difpofition to be sie 2 
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by reafon ‘to act? How little is he employed in think- 
iigon mature, with a view to difcover atid admire its 
githor?® And how fmall is his concern for the will, 
fir the honour of that being, by whofe power and 
bounty he fubfifts ?” 

Are not thefe melancholy reflections from a man, 
who was too well acquainted with the manners of the 

fent age to leave any room for doubting of their 
being crue? ‘* Buc what is moft amazing, fays he, 
of this article, is, that in’ proportion as men are, or 
imagine they are poftfled of knowledge, and of the 
tof reafoning, in an eminent degree; their abufe 
of that knowledge, and of the reafoning faculty, 
to ‘the prejudice of the end to which it was chiefly 
meait, is the more confpicuous. In ancient times, 
which are now called times of ignorance, when men 
did not pique themfelves on the deep knowledge, and 
the profound ‘fkill in reafoning, which we boalt of 
at this time, there was’'a general difpofition to re 
verence the Creator, and a profefied infidel was hardly 
tobe met with, But, ‘in thefe our days of fuppofed 
knowledge, the guife is fadly changed ; except among 
thofe called ignorant, Not-many are tobe found that 
do, or ‘pretend to believe in God.” 
’ Excepting the philofophers, the Heathens were 
fetious in their worfhip of the Gods; however miftaken 
their notions might be concerning the nature of the 
déity4 ‘aad to this difpofition our author attributes the 
fapid and furprifing progrefs of the gofpel, upon 
its firft’ publication. ** No man at that time, adds 
he, doubted of ‘the exiftence of a deity, or of a man’s 
dependence ‘on him. it was eafy to fatisfy every one 
who admitted thefe propofitions, that mankind, by 
the corruption into which they had fallen, ftood migh- 
tily in need of fome interpreter, fome mean by which 
they might be faved from the weight of their fins. 
And it is no marvel, that evidence given to men fo . 
convinced, that falvation might be had through Jesus, 
thould be received with gladnefs.”’ 

a» Lis matter of furprife, that this author fhould 
) Y4 cen- 
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cenfore the ancient philofophers with fuch feverity} 
That they were vain of their atrainments-in know. 
Jedge we allow; but certainly there is no foundation for 
accufiing them all in general of impiety, and want of re. 
verence towards the deity, as he does in the-following 
words; ** Though their fagacity and attention difcover. 
ed and defcribed che beauty of virtue, and the deformity 
of vice; though they defined with precifion the: limits 
of focial and political duty ; and though it was the la 


bour of their lives, to recommend what was good, and. 


to diffuade from what was evil; yet it unluckily fo hap. 
pen’d, that the learning and reafon which they valued 
themfelves vpon, never once led them to the reflections 
for which they were principally intended, on the excel- 
Jencies and, manifeft attributes of the author of the creas 
tion, on the neceffary dependence of man upon his fa. 
your, and on the duty thence refulting to the deity,” 
. *,* Numberlefs pafflages might be produced from 
the writings of thofe fages, to difprove this heavy ac- 
culation ; but we fhall only mention a few from Cicero,} 
who in his treatife de devinat. ii. 72. exprefies him- 
felf as follows: ‘¢ That there exifts an excellent, 
fect, and eternal being, worthy of the ‘moft exalted 
refpeét and admiration ‘of mankind, the beauty of the 
univerfe, and the harmony of the heavenly bodies, 
compel us to confefs, Wherefore, as our religion, 
which is intimately connected with the knowledge of 
nature, Ought to be propagated, fo every root of {u- 
perftition fhould be extirpated.” = 
Another remarkable paffage to this purpofe,, we 
have to his treatife de nat. Deor. ii. 28. ** To wor- 
fhip the Gods, fays he, is our indifpenfible duty; 
and that worfhip is deft performed, moft pure and pete 
feét, and moit deferves the name of piety, when itis 


+ The paffages of Cicero’ here mentioned, are taken 
from Olivet’s colle€tion of thoughts, from: that excellent 
philofopher ; and the tranflation we have ufed, is that now in 
the prefs, which will be publifhed in a fhort time. See 
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dwith true fincerity and purity of mind: For, 
not only, the Philofopbers, but, likewife our anceftors, 
have carefully diftinguifhed between religion and fu- 
r{tition.”” a 
Cicero, de legid, ii. 7. afferts the doctrine of pro- 
yidence in very. {trong terms. ‘* Let this therefore, 
fays he, be a fundamental principle in all focieties, that 
the Gods are the fupreme lords and governors of all 
things, that all events are directed by their influence 


and wildom, and that they are kind and benevolent:to ° 


mankind ; likewife, that they know what evéry, per- 
fon really is, obferve his actions whether good or. bad, 
difcern whether our profeffions of religion are fincere, 
and from the heart or not, and are fure to make a dif- 
ference between good men and.the wicked.’’———Pof- 
fibly our author meant only the Epicurean philofophers ; 
but then it was unfair to ufe fuch general terms, as 
comprehend thofe of every denomination, 

Modern philofophers are treated with equal feverity : 
For after he has obferved, that many difcoveries have 
lately been made, fit to raife the moft high and ho- 
nourable notions of the Creator, and of his goodnefs 
to his creatures, and to convince man of his fhort- 
fightednefs, dependance, and duty; he adds, . 

* But, has man made this improvement of thofe dif- 
coveries? Nothing lefs! And what puts our age in a 
much more lamentable cafe than thofe that were before 
it, is, that whereas the number of philofophers for- 
merly. was but very fmall, the. number of pretended 
philofophers is now immenfely great ; whofe influence’ 
according to him, ‘* in debauching the manners of 
the age is fuch, that a man that truly fears God, is at 
this day almoft as great a curiofity as an atheift was 
heretofore,” 

+s But, Is not this magnifying matters to excefs? 
Are we really in fuch a deplorable ftate ? In truth, 
without running the lengths of this author, we are 
afraid there is, however, too much of faét in what he 
fays on this head: That to refift the evidence that 
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pours in upon them ‘from nature, from revelation, 
from all quarters, in behalf of religion ; and to ftifie . 
the apprehenfions which ic muft naturally beget, men 
call into their. affiftance that boafted reafon, which 
qualifies them to judge of God, and of all his works 
and*ways, Him and.them they try by that  infallitle 
rouchftone ; and if ought is propofed to be believed of 
either, which they cannot diftinétly comprehend the 
manner or caufe of, thé propofition is immediately 
rejeCted, as abfurd and impoffible ; or, if any difficulty 
or “objection occurs to their imagination, which can- 
not inftantly be folved, \the validity of the objettion 
is ftraightway allowed, and the propofition to which 
it relates. is condemned. But this is not all. If the 
propolition condemned has revelation for its fupport, 
the whole of revelation, together with the evidence 
for’it, are damned by the lump ; becaufe that cannot 
be the declaration of God, but ‘muft be a palpable 
forgery, which afferts any falfhood, or, what is juft 
the fame, any thing that does not fall in with the 
notions of the learned and wife.——But to return to 
our author —— Several doctrines from revelation, as 
Chrilt’s hypoftatical union, the Trinity, the fatisfact- 
on made by Chrift, Providence, a future ftate, &. 
are. in thefe refle€tions examined at large ; and the 
teafons why modern unbelievers deny them, difproved. 
With regard to the Trinity, he obferves, % That the 
feéming contradiction in, the terms is owing, not to the 
revelation from which the knowledge of that hiftory 
is derived, but to the vanity and folly of the doctors 
of the church; who, puffed up, even as the Free- 
thinkers, with tod good an opinion of their own parts, 
‘wéuld take upon them to define what revelation dots 
Not; and to coin terms not made ufe of in fcripture, t 
exprefs their imperfect conceptions, The words Trimily, 
‘Perjon, Hypoftafis, ave terms not to be met with in the 
facréd book ; and yét to thofe terms, and the appli- 
cation of them, the revolt againft the doctrine 


‘chiefly owing.” | qu AR 
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ARTICL® vik 


Of ibe Charafters of Men. An ‘Epifle, to Ralph Allen, 


Efg,; Quarto. Price 1s. Coopers... .>” 


\HE autho? of this performance. has ; thopght 
T proper to concéal his name, probably out of yno- 
deity; a virtue rarely found in bad writers 5 and yet 
we fear he will hardly be thought a good. one, on the 
merit of this work only; which. is an imitation of 
Pope’s epiftles on the fame fubject. ; 


is 





ARTICLE CVIIL 
Pensnurst. Injcribed to William Perry, E/q;. and 
the Honourable Mrs, Elizabeth Perry. Quarto. 


” Dodfley. Price 1s. 


Enfburft is an ancient feat of the Sidney family in 
Kent, now in the poffeffion of William Perry, 


Efg; whofe lady is niece to the late Sidney earl of Lei- 


iter, The above pamphlet, the title of .which the 
author has taken from this place, is a poetical per- 
formance, in praife of Penfburft, of the family aow 
tefiding there, and of rural retirement. The author 
appears to have an excellent genius for compofitions of 
this fort; but we leave the teader to form his-own 
judgment from the following fpecimen. The whole is 
properly no other than an invocation to the Genius of 
the place; whom; in page 3, after an encomium on 


tural liberty, and a fatirical glancé at courts, he thus 
addreffés, to 


ee : Jead_him round 
The fylvan haunts and magic ground ; 
Point ev’ry fpot of hill or dale, 
And tell him, as they tread the-vale, 
“ Her€ mighty Dudley once would rove, 
. © To plan his triumphs in the grove ; 
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~ Lead me to the green retreats, 


«¢ There loofer Waller, ever gay, 

“¢ With Sacchari/s in dalliance lay ; 

«© And Pbilip*, fidelong yonger fpring, 
“* His lavifh carols wont to fing.” 
“He goes on— 
Hark! I hear the echoes call, 
Hark! the rufhing waters fall ; 





Guide me to the mufes feats, 

Where ancient bards retirement chofe, 
Or ancient lovers wept their woes. 
What genius points to yonder oak +? 
What rapture does my foul provoke? 
There let me hang a garland high, 
There let my mufe her accents try ; 

Be there my earlieft homage paid, 

Be there my lateft vigils made ; 

For thou waft planted in the earth, 
The day that fhone on Sidney’s birth, 
That happy time, that glorious day, 
The Mufes came in concert gay 3 

With harps in tune, and ready fong, 
The jolly Chorus tript along ; 

In honour of th’ aulpicious morn, 

To hail an infant genius born : 

Next came the Fauns, in order meet, 
The Satyrs next, with cloven feet, 
The Dryads {wift that roam the woods, 
The Naiads green that {wim the floods ; 
Sylvanus left his filent cave, 

Medway came dropping from the wave ; 
Vertumnus \ed his bluthing {poufe, 

And Ceres fhook her wheaten brows, 





* Sir Philip Sidney. oS aa 
+ An oak in Penjburft park, planted the day Sir Philip 


Sidney was born, of which Ben ‘fobnfon {peaks, in the follow- 
ing manner : 


That taller tree, which of a nut was fet, 


At his great birth, where all the mufes met. And 
n 











And Mars with milder look was there, 
And laughing Venus grac’d the rear. 
They join’d their, hands in feftive dance, 
And bad the fmiling babe advance ; 
Each gave a gifts Sy/vanus laft 
Ordain’d, when all the pomp was paft, 
Memorial meet, ‘a tree to grow, 

Which might to future ages fhew, 

That on feleét occafions rare, 

A troop of ‘Gods affembled there : 

The Naiads water’d well the ground, 
And Flora twin’d a woodbine round ; 
The tree fprung faft, in hallow’d earth, 
Coeval with th’ illuftrious birth.” 

Thus let my feet unwearied ftray ; 
Nor fatisfied with one furvey, 

When morn.returns. with doubrful light, | 
And Phebe pales her lamp of night, 

Still let me wander forth anew, 

And print my footfteps.on the dew, 
What time the fwain with ruddy cheek 
Prepares to yoke his oxen meek, 

And early dreft in neat array, 

The milk-maid‘chanting fhrill her lay, © 
Comes abroad‘with morning pail ; 

And the found of diftant flail 

Gives the ear a rough good-morrow, 
And the lark ftom out his furrow 

Soars upright on matin wings, 

And at the gate of heav’n fings. 

But when the fun with fervid ray, 
Drives upwards to his noon of day, 
And couching oxen lay them down, 
Beneath the beachen umbrage brown ; 
Then let me wander in the hall, 

Round whofe antique-vifag’d wall, 
Hangs the artiour Britons wore, 


Rudely caft in days of yore : ” 
* Yon {word fome heroe’s arm might weild, 


Red in the ranks of Chalgrave field, 
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Where ever-glorious Hampden bled, _ , 
And freedom tears of forrow fhed: |. . 

Or in the gallery let, me walk, | 
Where living pictures feem to talk ;-. 
Where beauty fmiles ferenely fair, 
And courage frowns with martial air. 
Behold what kings in Britain rsign'd, 
Plantagenets with blood diftain’d, 
And valiant Tudor’s haughty race, 
And Stuarts, England’s worft-difgrace. 


q The poet, with equal fpirit, carries on hig, view of 
. the paintings in this gallery, thro” two or three pages, 

and then has a beautiful defcription.of an evening’s 
walk ; with an extra¢t of which we fhall conclude tks 
article, viz. 


When day declines, and evening cool 
Begins her gentle filent rule, 
Again, as fancy points the way, 
: Benignant leader, let me {tray : 
And wilt thou, Genius, bring along 
(So fhall my mufe exalt her fong) 
The Lord whe rules this ample [cene, 

; His confort too, with gracious mien, 

Her little offspring prattling round, 

i While eccho lifps their infant found. 
And let good-nature, bora to pleafe, 
Wait on.our fteps, and graceful eafe; 
Nor mirth be wanting as we walk, 

Nor wit to feafon fober talk ; 

Let gay defcription too attend, 

And fable told with moral end, 

And fatire quick that comes by ftealth, 
And flowing laughter, friend. to health. 
Mean while attention loves to mark 
The deer that crop the fhaven park, 
The fteep-brow’d hill, or foreft wild, 
The floping lawns, and zephyrs mild, 
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‘The clouds that blufh with ev’n red, 
Or meads with filver fountains fed, 
The fragrance of the new-mown hay. 
And black-bird chanting on the fpray, 
The calm farewel of parting lighr, 
And ev’ ning fad’ning into night. 


The ingenious author continues his walk by mooa- 
light, which naturally leads him to fome reflections.on 
aftronomy. He concludes with a very poetical.apo- 
ftrophe to the happy foil, the fcene of his meditations. 


The only fault we find in this performance is, the 22d line of 
“ the preceding page, at which if the reader was to ftop, he 
would be apt to conclude that the author meant no other than 


the Deity himfelf by fuch a periphrafis. A 





ARTICLE CIx. 


A Treatife on Diamonds and Pearls. In which, their 
Importance is confidered, plain Rules are exhibited for 
afcertaining the Value of both, and the true Method of 
manufatturing Diamonds, is laid down, By David 
Jeffries Feweller. Printed for the Author... Price one 
Guinea. 


+ igre S work is an o€tavo, confifting of 69 pages, 
J. befide the dedication, preface, lift of fubferibers, 
and 30 copper-plates, exhibiting the fizes of diamonds, 
and their juft prices, in proportion to their weight. 
The author, who has been thirty years .a-dealer in, 
and manufacturer of, diamonds, fets out with ex- 
plaining the nature of the weights ufed in the diamond 
and pearl trade ; and gives an explanation of the. tech- 
nical terms made ufe of either in the treatife itfelfy or 
among the people who work the bodies that are. the 
fubjects of it. After this he proceeds to give.rules 
for working diamonds of all kinds; and for: valuing 
them, of whatever fize they are, toa great degree 
of exactnefs, after they are wrought; aileding, thas 
I the 
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the common opinion of fome diamonds and pearly 
being ineftimable, on account of their extraordirar 
magnitudé, is erroneous; and that, by the rules'he 
lays down, Pii’s, or any other great diamonds, may 
be as juftly valued as the fmalleft. se 
He informs us, that nature always has furnithed 
diamonds in greater abundance, according to their 
fmaller fize; that a vaft quantity of little ones are 


found in the mines, and progretfively a fimaller and’ 


fmaller number of thofe which are larger, in proportion 
to their bulk. 

The great principle he lays down for the valuation 
of all diamonds is, that the proportional increafe in 
their value is as the fquare of their weight, whether 
rough or manufactured. . For example: fuppofe'the 
value of a rough diamond of two carrats be required, 
according to the general price of two pounds per car- 
rat, the rule is to multiply two by two, which makes 
four, the fquare of its weight; then to multiply the 


product of four by two pounds, the price of one car- 


rat; this makes eight pounds, which is the true price 
of acommon rough diamond of two carrats. 


It will be objeéted, that there is no fuch thing as a 


common or eftablifhed price for diamonds, : becaufe of 
their differing in value, in proportion to the finenefs 
of their water; but the poffeffor of a diamond, or the 
perfon who wants to purchafe one, will never be at @ 
Jofs how to value it on this account: he may be in 
formed by any jeweller what would be the value of a 
diamond of one carrat weight of the fame water, oF 
the fame degree of perfection with that he wants to 
know the true worth of; and putting this fum, be 
what it will, in the place of the two pounds in the for- 
mer account, he is only to work by the fame rule up 
to the weight of the diamond, and he will know.its 
value to the utmoft exactnefs. : 

To make this rule applicable to’ manufaétured dia- 
monds;, it is neceflary to afcertain what watte or lofs of 
weight will be fuflained in manufaéturing them : the 


quantity loft in diamonds of the common figures, truly 
wrought, 
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After having ‘given pier for valuing thefe ftones, 
; 4 . ; ; ’ ' 
fagturing thém, both in’ “f rilliant and. rofe. manner, 
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faory. In confequenté of chis method, :which the 
author proves to be the trut’one for ‘the* manufactur- 
ing of brilfiants; he’ procéeds to a‘ difquifition, of the 
utmolt importarice to the’ purchafers of wrought. dia- 
monds;."'in'' which ‘'he’ fhews, ‘by infallible rules, and 
manifefts“by‘ figures done with an uncommonaccuracy, 
what'is the true weight of’a brilliant of any given fur- 
fact, Oin-Other words, what’ ought to be the furface 
of a brilliant Of any’ given Weight, | 
Nothifig-is’niore certain, than that a brilliant, which 
isthicker or deeper than ‘it ought to be, has much lelfs 
lattte and béauty than when of its true fubftance, The 
, purchafe Of diamonds being always by weight, and the 


sr> tte & Ff eS, aS” 


f nerality of the world, who have no idea. of this dif- 
4 nee in the manufacture, ‘thinking thar if they have 
° a diamond of a good water, and pay for it no.more per 
4 cartat than'they ought, they ‘have nothing farther to 
attend t05--many a perfon has given a.much larger. 
a price for a tone than is proportioned tothe: figure it 


ir makes,’ Lét‘tas fuppofe two ftones offered to fale to-. 
0 gether,‘ (which indeed is a thing that every dealer will. 


¢ «||: sChave'the’wit’to let alone under fuch ‘circumftances). 
5 cach of fix carrats weight, and the one. a well made 
p fone, ‘thé other an if made one, loaded’ with undue 
ts fubltance, ‘in’fiich amanner that its furface, or expan- 

forito the eye, may not exceed that of a diamond. of 
- five;“orreverof four carrats, truly wrought ; we can- 
of hotimagine’ that’ the man who-would haye brought the 
ie lattery if he-had feen it fingly, at‘a price proportioned 
ly (0 ts weighes Will ever buy it’at“that rate when he fees 


it, ‘Vou. II, Z a {tone 
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a ftone of no more price, which yet, exhibits a-much 
@teater furface, and with that advantage, a valk deal 
more life'and fpirit, A brilliant of fix .casrats over 
weighted in proportion fo its furface, in fuch a manner as 
we have defcribed, ought to be valued only as.a diamond 
ofthat éxpanfion,' and of its juft proportionate weight, 
at four’ or five'carrats, allowing alfo for the expence. of 
rectifying it, by cutting away the abundang 4 ‘ 
for whatever it has in fubftance, above what it.ought to 
have bythe proportions laid down by, this) author, it 
lofes of its Hake in proportion, ..... al | woke 
Let us fuppofe, that a diamond of four carrats weight 
is worth, according to the rules laid down im this trea. 
tife, one hundred and. twenty-eight. pounds,-and. one 
of fix carrats, two hundred and eighty;eight, for this is 
the proportion, fuppofing them, to be of the fame water 
_and perfeétion ; the purchafer who bought a: diamond 
of only fo much furface as one of four carrats, ought to 
have, and who paid for it more than. double. the price 
of fuch a ftone, muft have great reafon,to complain of 
his bargain, ‘efpecially when he finds that, his diamond 
is the lefs beautiful for its excefs of weight; jand that 
the only method to, make it look well is to,cut it down, 
and that at 2 confiderable expence, to the weight of one 
of one hundréd and twenty-eight pounds pricey 30. 
~ This is a fecret hitherto kept very., clofe:from, the 
generality of the world, and for the communication of 


which furely every purchafer’ of diamonds ought to, be 
ff otter : 


‘ 
4 


thinkful to the atithor, * 4 ano £2 
From this,Mr, Jefferies proceeds. to, the methods, of 
manufacturing and. valuing {pread’ or, thin, ,brilkanis; 
and rofe diamonds of all kinds.. He praves., the great 
impropri#ty of the practice fome. people, have: fallen 
into, of changing well made rofé, diamonds, mito bril- 
liants ; arid after giving us fome obfervations upon the 
innate pérfections and imperfe¢tions, and the, waten oh 
diamonds, he adds fome farther-obfervations on.60 
ongs, fonie account of the'authors who haye heretatom 
written’on the fubjeé, and , of the improvements shat 
have been’ made fince their time ;. and; fpeaking large 
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of the production, perfections and’ imperfections: of 
Is, and giving ‘rules for the valuing of them in the’ 
é‘manner as diamonds, he concludes: with recom-" 
mending the making. diamonds. for the future én “his 
as a thing that Will be a credit ‘and ‘advantage to 
the rrader, as well as'to the world in général: 27m" 
The accuracy of the writér of this treatife, ‘and his 
knowledge of his fubjé%t; appear throughout every part 
of it; and it would be well for the world,’ if, among’ 
the abundatice of books continually publifhied, we could, ' 
with'the fame juftice, fay as ‘much of a’ fmall part’ ‘of 
thofe’ only char fall under Out donfideration: 

If an'ingenious man of every profeffion would follow’ 
this aathor’s example, We fhould fooh have what the 
French have fo long wifhed ‘for in vain, ‘an’ hifto?y “of 
arts and raat that ‘might be of the urmoft uf 
to Ourlelves, and of the greateft advantage to Oir 


BRT ied socxh KM. 
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Lag “ARTICLE Cx. 


tn Ef cincerning the Naturé of the Prieftbood: By 

“the’Right Reverend’ Josian Srory, Lord Bifbop of 
Ritmore. Printed for C. Davis, ‘and C. Fluch, 
““Bvo,’ Pages 88. Pro'rs. 6d. 





TN this {mall perfiprtiindé: the earned setion' treats 
-firft-of the inftitution of the prieftbood ree the 
ews, ‘atid'the nature ‘arid defien of the pric *s office. 

He obferves; ‘that théré was no order of priefs,: until 
the’ siving” of the law at Stnai$ and°‘that ‘their ‘ofice 
_thiely: confifted? firff; ‘in’ ‘taking attonemeént for the 
peopile’s fins by facrifite i 3 fécondty, in’ cleanfing’ them 
from their’ legal defilements's aide “thirdly, in recom - 
_ Mehding their prayers to God’ DWiticenfe, anid diferiif- 

ai theny Wich thé prayer of bleffing. 

Mes td ‘and ‘oblatiofis he feduces to four — 

My Whole? Butne-offttings ° fn offermgs,- trefpafs - offer- 

z 3 , ings, 
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ings, ,peace-offerings., ‘The. whole . burnt-offerings, 
he-obferves,, were of the moft general nature of all their. 
a¢ts of devotion, and were offered both in honour. of 
God as an acknowledgment of the homage .due to 
him..by his creatures, as thankfgivings for blefiings 
received, as requefts to receive more, and alfoas ex. 
piations and atonements for fin. | 
», Such fins,..according to our author, .as befide..the, 
tranfgreffion of the religious law, did alfo fome injury 
tO the. property: or, pofleffions. of God, or man, were, . 
called, trefpafies; but where no property was) invaded. 
by the crime, it,was fimply. called a fin. The firftre-. 
quired a,trefpafs,offering, the fecond a fin-offering. 
-,‘peyeral places, of {cripture put it beyond controverfy, 
that. the pri¢fts were required to teach the Jaw 3. but 
what Jaw, it.was which belonged to, their office.to teach, 
does got fo. clearly appear, His lordfhip is of opinion, 
that it was not the whole law of Moj/es, but. the 
ceremonial law only, the laws about external feligion 
or religious-worfhip ~For-as-the-effential -part-of their 
office (fays he) -was confined to pofitive and inftituted 
worthip, it is nattiral to believe their teaching was of 
no greatcrsextent,". They do not feem:to have had any 
more-concern,about the moral and judicial law, :by vir- 
tue of their office, than any of their nation. ‘This feems 
a necefiary confequence of . their office, and therefore 
the precepts about it are fcarce any. | 
.; Our-author proceeds next to treat-of the prophets; 
and the nature :and end. of their office among:the Fews. 
ile endeavours to prove. that they. were: a; numerous 
body, trained wp.in. fchools to their .office, ;and_, that 
the foretelling fytpre.events, and making known, new 
revelations, : wa8-not their ordinary, and common. buli- 
nefs, but‘an.extraordinary-part of it, granted to.fome of 
the.greater prophets, as particular oecafions. required, 
when.God, had-any new-meflage to fend to -his. own 
or any other people, ‘*.Their.office (fays he) .was 
very different; fron) that of the, pricfts : As. the prielts 
ware wholly. conygrfant in, the externals,., and; esfeme: 
: : = ene ni 
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nial part -of religion, fo the prophets whole bofinels 
was about the internal worfhip and real religion. 
The ptiefts‘had relation to inftituted worthip, and the 
prophets to morality, andthe inward fenfe and fear Of 
God: The priefts reprefented the people to God, ard 
made atonements and reconciliations ‘for them ». and 
the prophets reprefented:God to the ‘people, and des 
livered a meflage from! him, endeavoured to reconcile 


‘men to theif’ true duty, and:explained the-whole wil 


of God, « however made known, » by’ nature or seve? 
lation, “by the antient fcriptures, ‘or revelations: made 
to-themfelves;> in order to make men‘not-only pious 


and ‘devout; but juft and upright, mercifuland peace: © 


able;; Ina words: their bufinefs was-to-prefs: thei peo» 
plé to the obfervance of the whole law of God, satué 
ral and revealed, moral and pofitive, and to fet home 
to their confciences the rewards and punifhments, pro- 
mifed or denouncéd in the divine law.’?. 

After having difcourfed of the nature and end of 
the propbet’s office, our author enquires next, who the 
teachers: and: preachers ‘of :righteoufnefe were, from 
the:.ceafing. of -the prophets, to the -time.“of* the 


-“Hedbferves, that when» the prophets no ‘more ap- 
peared, the Fews took’ a\ new method~to -preférve 
and ‘propagate the knowledge and practice _of true 're- 
ligion among them, by erecting fynagogues, and ap- 
pointing a fervice in them: ' He likewife takes occafion 
to obferve'on' this head,’ that the reading of the {crip- 
tures by way of leffons, ‘preaching, a publick liturgy ‘ot 
form of prayers, baptifin and excommunication, were 
known practices in the fynagogue fervice.. «And 
we thall find them (fays he} not only*approved’and 
practifed by our Saviour and his apoltles, but intro 
duced 'and''applied to the ufe of the Chriftian‘church} 
fo far°as-was ¢onfiftent’ and agreeable to: the nature 
of the gofpel. And if we had monuments'to difcover 
fully the orders and degrees of the rulers of the fy 
nagogue, -I'make no great queftion but we’ fhould 

Z 3 find 
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find as near a refemblance to thofe of the Chriftian 
church.” Samb) 2088 5 3uOdE: bees 
-. His lordfhip, after making, fome.obfervations upan 
the prieftbood. and teachers, of morality: among» the 
heathens; proceeds to treat-of the Chriftian. priefthood; 
and obferves, that according to the notion;of a prieft 
under the Fewifh and Heathen religion,, the Chrftign 
admitteth of none but the mediator (Fe/us Chri? »-who, 
by making»ao offering of ,himfelf upon; the crofs onee 
forall; is; called. a. prieft,) arid..was-properly fo.-) He 
them confiders what Jaw: and religion, was eftablithed 
by our Saviourin the place of, the ceremagnial Jaw, 
which he abolifhed:; and concludes, with’ making} fome 
obfervations. and; reflections; onthe Chaiftian prieft 
hood. obo lo wel sloilw od) io soasvasieo pile 


»i i} i 


ARJFLOCLE CXh 
Epiftala Critica Greece confiripta.ad Joh, GulxEhom- 
fon, Dialogi Platonis;.qui Rarmenides inferibiburs ¢di- 
 bonem.- Accedit Eulogiummbemonie facram Joh) Reger, 
S. 7. P. Item Epiftola ad Edw. Bentham, Sn P, 
- Col. Oriel, Soc. A Johaane,Burton,> SZ. Bs! Cal, 


Eton. Sec: ...Londini,: proftdapepud. Jc 8cJ. Rivi 
ton, & J. Fletcher, Oxonii.  Okavos:: Pee ES. > 





HIS Greek Epittle was.wrore, -a$-eur author, If 
: forms us; three, and; twenty. yeans,agey & bis 
friend. Mr, Zbom/on,,.a Prufian. young. gentieman of 
great knowledge in the Greek language and the Plasome 
philofophy.. He had. given, a;beautiful edition, of Plate’ 
Parmenides,.and, illuftrated it with notes,; wherei 
our ,author_atknowledges. there was a great; difplay of 
Jearaing,,but lite that.tended to clear-up-the fenke 
and, meaning.of the author... The defiga of the-epiftle, 
which is wrote with great-fpiri: and elegance; was, 
prefs him to. prefix to his edition, a diflertation, -whert 


in the myfteries and metaphyfice-theological Gukaalee 
I 0 
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1 of the Platonic philofoph fhould be clearly and fully 
lained ; a requeft, ‘which’ our author acquaines us 
n Mi Thompfon complied’ With, | 
c In the Latin epiftle the author falls ‘heavily upon 
s | peter K+, whom he fafhes ‘with great keénnefs 
t and feverity. He introlcés Ris Alma: Mater, expof- 
" tilating Warmly with him upon his conduét. and be- 
haviour itr the univerfity.——~—— ** But what! e 
¢ he) remember the glory Phave gained by, loyalty. t 
le =| my Kings, which Ihave éve? maintained unfhaken t 
d Omay it ftill be maintained,’ and tranfmitted down 
Vy iiviolate ‘to: lateit’ pofterity! “‘fhall I, out of regard to 
1e thee did thine, permit this plory to be fullied ? It 
i «| behowesmé, “to guard rot only againft, guilt, but 
difgrace; nay, even to bé fufpected, I look upon 
in fome’meéafure as a crime. Why then do you raile 
aii: uptoar ?» Why do you affect. innovations ? Don’t 
you know, ‘you are bound by an-oath, which ho fal- 
lacy ‘can diffolve, no: jeft evade? Do not ferve in - 
- my Camp as if you were ‘in ‘that of the ¢nemy, and 
he contrive’ to bring about their fchemes, or favour their 
8 defigns, If you: are on their fide,. why would you 
P, conceal it; ‘and complain that you are charged with 
al thofe’ things which you’ efteem your honour? But 
e if you are my friend,’ why do you. behave like 
an enemy to thofe who are engaged in the fame 
cuufe, and ‘are ready, even in the greateft danger, 





iy (0 Maintain my honour, and approve their. own fi- 
" dclity to the urmoft ? ——— But harkye! . What is this 
‘ Liberty you make fo much noifé about, and recom- 
. mend fo affiduouflyto my fons? I have great reafon 


to fear, left your fpecious and flattering harangues 
- make then? quite mad, Inftead of checking and res 





” t it 4s no crime for a young man to rétyrn impertis. 
hent an{wers to. thofe who admonifh him; to defpile 
a Pe clude all laws and difcipline ; to act in every re- 
2 ee as he thinks proper. Behold the evils which 
if aril from this fpirit of freedom! ——~ Behold the fair © 


Its of popular eloquence! Petulance in private con- 
Z 4 verfations 





fttaining them, as is your duty, you {pur them on. - 
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verlation, fedition in the ftate ! - Alas, What: depene, 
tacy and corruption of manners do I.fee!. This: un. 
bridled icentioufnets will, undoubtedly, one: day or 
other, utterly ruin us.”? — were 


~~ After this warm and fpirited expoftulation;: our.gn. 
“thor proceeds to confider the doctor’s oratorial..talents, 
** Having heard much (fays he) of the. vatt, repo. 
tation of your orator, J got all his performances, » [pn 
them what eloquence might 1 not juftly,.have ‘ex. 
pected? An extraordinary brightnefs of.genius, a well 
chofen copia of words, _ an, barmonious cadence, witha 
.peauty, elegance, and majefty of thought ?..Well, you 
ay, did you find any thing of the orator in him, sy 
thing of a Demofthenes or a Cicero? No, nothing lef, 
And fince’ hé can never have gained this reputation 
from his writings, we muft. impute, it; either.to the 
miftakes‘of mén, or the propriety of his delivery ; and 
thus the ‘honour of an, orator is beftowed..ypon.an 
actor.—— As ‘to his language, it 1s, barbarous; and 
who can imagine that he has _been, much. converfant 
with the polite author of the, Augu/tan age, ,.who-has 
transferr’d fo few of their beauties to his own co 
fitions, ——’Tis hard to fay, upon what, model he 
forrh’d ‘his fife; but fure lam, “tis harfh and unpo- 
lifhed ; ‘his fénténces lame and, broken ;, his, method 
confufed ; the idioms of the'Janguage he underftands 
not, and all things are diforderly and irregular, In 
fhort, it is the Latin of the worlt ages, -ftript of its 
natural’ elegance and purity.” Any one who has read 
fhe authors of ‘the’ politer, ages with care, will eafily 
fee that I Rivenat faid thefe things either malicioully 
6F groulldtenys" SS nal 168 
"The author adds,a great deal more againft.the 
doétor, to the fame purpofe, bur whether he-handles 
him with too niuch feverity, or with no more, than he 
deferves, ‘we leave the candid*reader. to judge. Y : 
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JiCreed founded on Trath and Common Seofe 5 witb 
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TO longer let the continent boatt of that wonderful 
IN. fhoemaker. of Harlem, from..whom -fo. bright. 
an Aurora broke aut; this ifland. has now produced. a 
uylor, whofe amazing difcoveries are yet more extra- 
ordinary ; and none Can imagine it any reproach,,to: 
this furprifingauthor, that he is: of fuch.an employ- 
ment, which rather illuftrates the force. of his genius, /in, 
that he has rifen and, foared. fo bighfrom fo. ‘humble. 


. 
~ r 


a‘ ftation, In this unparalled: book, which is .dedica-.. 


ted to the archbifhop of Canterbury, there are’ many 
extraordinary, things, which however we do not care 


to infert. His preface begins.with a judicious remark, - 
that many a man might have-been wife, if he had , 
not thought himfelf to be fo;,And he fairly and:,mo-., 


deftly admonifhes his, reader, that she. is. not slike the: 


Delpbic Devil, who told fies in heroics ; and if nothing | 
-will pleafe but what is of that caft, 7, e. fublime_non-. 


fenfe, he begs leave to recommend .D. 7. Gills’s coun- 
ment on the" ‘New Teftament, and Dr. Fofer’s lait. 
quarto upon nothing. «This, ’fays he, “I prefume will 
curé-any man’; or if it fails; let him read my ferawl 
afterwards, if-that fails too, he‘ pronounces him <in- 
curable, J Shai “plait 306 Base 

‘Inhis Creed,*-moft of whichis taken from Mo/es’s 
Principia, there are many very curious and’ extraordi- 


haty things, of ‘which: (Page'9, 10.) this® may’ be a 


fpecimen ;---That the law of nature is the law‘of the 
dsyjl, fet up by him, and the philofophers his tools, 
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againft revelation.---That to talk of the light of na- 
ture, and natural confcience, is natural nonfenfe, of a 
fiction of the fchools, (with which Mr. Dove has to 
be’ fure “been long acquainted) and’ that’ no’ pofitive 
law évéer came from God:——T hat the sible a ' 
and fitnefs of things is a dteam.—+~T hat ‘no kndwh 
of God ean be obtaitied from the light of ‘nature ; 
exercife of reafon.+—— And to conclude, (Page §¢ ) 
that’ the Iaw of nature is a big-bellied monfter, Ae 
if, in treating of it,’ he (é. e. our author) has fepara 
things that ought to be united, and'jumbled chofe that 
ought to be feparated, it gives him no manner of 
concern ; that all he read about ir was many years 
and wheh ‘he did read, it was only fhuffing at P 
box, which fcattered fuch’ malignant poifon all around,” 
as‘tndde’ Him giddy that the only antidote againit it’ 
igéommon fenfe. — Sow, Wea 
“Whether any of ‘this giddinefs ‘may’ ftill continue, 
ahd: How far the antidote’ may have ‘been applied by. 
the phyfician’ himfelf; we will not take upon ‘us to fay, 
nor are we fulficient matters of Hebrew to’know whe. 
ther Solomon's apes and peacocks do teatly fignify the 
matiner’s' compass, and the reflecting telefcope. We thal. 
theréfore drop our author here, and leave the’ reader 
to'take meafure of him by this little fpétimen, which, 
if it’ does not greatly edify, will, we hope, diverts, 
The chief ‘purpofe' for which his' whole ‘pitce feems to 
be caltulated. ss a reshapes. A. 
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| ARTICLE Cx. |... 

Chrifianity as old as the Creation, Vol. I, .Reétifying: 
fome Miftakes.in Dr. T——!’s Vol..1. Part, Ber 
ing .a Continuation. of Dr. T——~I’s Dialogue. » By 
T.S. Efq; Printed for the Author, a 
JReberts; in Warwick-Lane. Ofavo, 115 Pages. 
Price. S. 6d: ' , aiqeaieeeS 





, Dr. Tindal’s book ; but as the’ Author. hasvade 
vanced: nothing’new upon the fubject, nor urged -” 
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HLS. work is defigned'as a Kind of anfwer t0 
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of the arguments which have often. made.ufe of, | 


ith greater ftrength or, clearnefs. than they hape.aj- 
vad eed, We Shall. not trouble the reader with apy 
abftrat of .his work. The points of which ; he. treats 
ac the followings 3. The forgivenefs of fins, 2. Die 
laws of God, of reafon, and of nature., 3. The ng- 
ceffity of te 5 Stil to a MR 
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peter defign of the holy f{cripture, and obferves, that” 


is intended to exhibit the falvation of men, by Chrift, 
as the one grand fcheme of. Providence for the in- 
ftruétion and direction of the people of God ; in-refe- 
rence to which, the two teftaments, like_ the .two.che- 
rubims On the-mercy-feat,-look with a friendly coun- 
tenance on each other. He here. enters into a jult en- 


comium upon the excellency of the {Cripture, and the 


importance of .the old teftament to. underftand the 
new, with very fevere reflections on. thofe who endea- 
your to deftroy its credit; arid, for this quotes, the au- 
thority of Titus the Roman émperor, who, 4s. tapi 
Severus tells us, declared that the Cbriftian® religion 
depended pon the Fewifh; fo that the soot die: 
taken away, the fhoot would. neceffarily wither. He 
has (p. 9, 10.) fome very eloquent remarks on 
comparative excellency of the facred books above tole 
of profane antiquity, and then goes on to obferve, 
that as the external. parts of the human body derive 
their beauty and comelinefs from the vital concealed 
from view, fo thofe moral inftruétions conveyed in the 
old teftament are flupported by a fecret reference to the 
great fundamental doétrines of redemption which 


ha gt & 


tun thro’ the whole, ‘This remark he has illuftrated 
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: explitation’ ‘of feveral ‘{criptures, of which 
eal on! af bac ‘Prov. chap. xili. 12, if Ee 
would’ ¥end it “the thee ‘of Jife; ‘the gr 
Befite? “is coming 5% ‘and? he thac eee at “angi 
Word, ie. thé" thud Lrgos, thal be“défte 
Fro the law of that wie perfon, i. a ‘from his” Bot 
pel, is a fountain of life, a4... tee 
He orroars mentions a much more extraordinary 
tgs App * who would “trap- 
flate thofe veiled co et 
be more juft than God fe. "T be fallen man fhall receive 
Jufification from that Gad ebat re the cur feof. the law, 


if ba sigh one cleanfe bis work ? 
: di fcourfed’ largely of the cherubim, ea 








sh us thier fy mbols of the Dei ty,, and fu 
‘Chofiidtten to Tekity the living ones, z,.¢. the 
oe os oF the Trinity, .and explains : Pial, Ivi. . Re 
Weg Feb, tie; 8. “and Ez, RK 15. in Ay 
fenté, upon that fap pofition. : 


“PRE ate of fe ne © for panes to have ‘been the & 
aha ruit 


ir? i> 


a°*-?) Fm 


abith “the name pry: God, and ft fes ? pe 
be il ly Heiz-Peri,” the fruit: -trees, ae ot 
Of ‘the He/perian Apples, in’ reference eS 
ea ii Patadife, and thinks the fall of Eve te 
iS By’ “rgil, Eccl. 6. 61. En, 4. ” 483° ee ia voit 
100 “to give a detail of many pa new’ inter- 
thon’ he- has advanced. on this. principle ; but. he 
hodeftly fays, if he-has been miftaken’‘in any of th 
‘it has’ been from fear of facrilegious invafioh; and hold 
ing it" ‘more dangétous ‘to rob man than God. > 
“As‘for what is new and fingular, he only 8 
it'to. the, reader’s examination, and” goes fo far as t0 
fay, (fich is his ‘fodefty and candour) that if what b 
has'written’ be contrary to the fenfe and judgment 
his fupériors in ftation’ and abilities, he fhall fly from 
it fat er ‘than he émbraced ir. Se > s nt 
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. iV. 7+; Shall mortal may 
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He contends-ftrongly for thectnfpiration of the very 
vordsas well as the fenfe of fediptures‘and declares chats 
dmitting conjectures:againft acconnmon’ readingomay' 
spproach nearer >to the unpardonable: fin than:mott: 
to: be aware. He concludes he chapter) qvich! 
ges lively reflections on. the-excellency of ‘{criptemese 
dthe folly. of neglecting it out of ‘regard to pagan> 
writers. ree ° ML sik ¢f lo .2910g 
Jathe fecond chapter:he enters.on-the examinations 
ofthe chief defign of the book’ of Sod,:-which:he fays:? 
basfuffered as much from commentators and criticks,§i 
s fb himfelf did) from~his enemies or ’ hisefriends. 
His opinion is, that.it was intended to inftra& men’ in 
the way, of. obtaining jultification by the: righteoufnels:, 
of Chri}; and~fuppofes, that: 2 Tém) iit: 46. implies: 
that this was the defign of a great part of the old.tefau:' 
wm; and exprefs’d-by the phrafe, iufiruction -in righ’ 
wufuefs, i. e. not. merély in the.rules‘of. righteous; 
living, but in the way of becoming; righteous that God 
hathappointed. : at cy e590 10 
Heendeavours at large to prove, that! od’s\confi~ 
dence:in his own righteoufnels was. the great caufexof 
thofe afflictions that came upon him, and that ivwasthet 
eign of all that was faid by ‘Zi#bu ito. convince him: 
Of it, : fi 10.3803. 31.45 hw. 2yvawis 
Inthe third chapter he. proceeds: to the: proof! of 
this, and as he draws “his argument:schiefly.: from , the: 
dicourfe of Elibu, he reprefents him: as indeed a :moft: 
wtraordinary perfon. ».E/ibu, the fon of Barachel; wer 
(od bimfelf, the Son ofthe bleffed God;of the kindred: 
of Ram, or the holy line ';, fo that he fubmits ‘it ‘to 
confideration, (p. 73.) whether the human nature,’ as 
detwards to be united to the divine, was! not typified 
und reprefented in the perfon and character of | Eiibay 
He. further argues’ this’ from -the great tefpect paid 
him in: the difpute, . from his: faying!she was formed” 
wtof the clay ; which he thinks, if he were no more’ 
than 4;common.perfon,..therewould:haye' beenno fea 
a for. taking notice of, 9 he y al 
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vThe. words, .Jt is: my defire Job may be tried oh 
author, would tranflate, My Father, let Fob rtf 


and fo, urges this.as.an addittonal: proof thaci Bib, 


reprefented Cbriftziin. that he calls: God his fashep, 
He apprehends that he finds a yet more certain: app. 
ment for this extraordinary hypothefis in the’! 
chapter of Fob, verfe 14, where Elibu:fays, as he 
pofes, of himfelf, He that is perfed in knowledge’is 
with thee, an afcription which he:thinks' no mere cre). 
ture. could, ; withogtblafphemy, have arrogated! itg 
himfelf. : | Shek 
To prove! that the: great defign’ of the book jg'to 
eftablith the doctrine of imputed righteoufness, allthe 
paflages.are quoted wherein Z/ibu blames Fob forr bear. 
ing too highly, upon his own fuppofed innocence ; 


but the great ftrefs of all is laid on Fob xxxiii,’ 24) 24, 


where the words, Jf there be a meffenger, 8c. are thus 
paraphrafed, (p..106..7.) ‘* Butseven in a cafe fein: 
ingly fo defperate,: when man isupon the very brink 
of death and ruin if the Angel- mediator, of 

Redeemer, {tiled by way of eminence, one 4 
thoufand, fhall:appear and intercede in his ‘behalf, by 





fupplying him out of the inexhauftible fund of his own 


uprightnefs what is wanting (and fomething muft te 
always wanting) in that of man—— 2 
Then God withdraws the uplifted hand of venge. 
ance, and fays to the executioners of his wrath.-+Save 
the: man from perifhing, for my juftice is fatisfied, 
and the finner’s foul is redeemed: by the atonement 
made by the Meffiah in his behalf,”’ eacehe 
We fhould {well this article too much, if we wert 
to add all chat 1s faid to confirm this interpretation, 
The fourth chapter is a collection of other 
in the book of Fob, which relate to the fubjeét of t- 
quiry,-in which the reader will find new cranflations 
the following paffages, chapter 4. -ver, 12.4-+17. chap 
ter, 6. ver. 10, 13. chapter 9. ver, 154° chapter? 10. 
V,.28,01g5: chapter’ 11.-ver. 14,0152 chapter 13r Veh 
15. chapter 14. ver. 14, chapter 15. yer nei * 
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VFor FEBRUARY, ‘1750. ' or 
In'maoy of which; he fuppofes a plain: reference ‘to a 
fature:: ftate, and. refarrection, and’ in fome of them 
fach notes of the: time in which‘ the-book’ was writtén, 
IHL 


as had-never before been -difvovered) 0 8 208! tn: 


(The con¢luding chapter anfwers objeéions;: ‘ahd 


shere is Something ‘fo modeft: ‘and: ‘benevolent 'ihi the 


following paflage, thac we fhiall‘conclude ‘our adediine 
of, the book with inferting-ir.<:'** In‘ thefe’ cafes (tays 
he) the heart ‘of man, efpecially’a' man’s? owa hear; 
fitting in jadgment upon’ his-own: actions, ‘is deceitful 
above all. things. I have been as watchful -as° f'¢ould 
be over mine upon this-occafion ; ‘and as I pretend! to 
no extraordinary merit, no extraordinary vanity ‘will, 
lthink, by:candid judges be imputed to me.’ Seeretum 
ier-isthat path of life which Phave hitherto induftri- 
gufly..proceeded in,:as moft'agreeable to my inclinati- 
ons. My talents: likewife and abilities advife a 'private, 
orirather an obfcure paflage.  Befides, this courfe, by 
being habitual, sibecome fo delightful, that I had no 


' deGre-of ialtering it 5 much lefs of inviting the ma- 


lignant eyes of an inquifitive and cenforious age, by 
apublic expofure of any mean literary difquifitions ‘of 
mine: But meeting in my way (notwithftanding the 
privacy of it) with many poor, wounded fellow- 
travellers, who have fallen: among the worft of thieves, 
and been robbed of the moft ineftimable treafure, the fa- 
ving truths of chriftianity.---I was willing to avoid the 
reproach and deteftable character of the prieft and le- 
vite, who had: fuchvan indelible mark of infamy fixed 
> on them “by the facred evangelift: This hiftory 
too'aptly ‘to deferibe fuch chriftian priefts and m:- 
nifters as are fo far afhamed of the gofpel of Chrift 
% to go aut of the way, rather than.admwifter {ich 
Medicines to the fick and, languifhing as are depofited 
with them for {uch falutary. purpofes, and which will, 
When poured into the wound,’ effectually: relieve fuch 
great diflrefs. The'oil, herein offered and applied, 
will, I hope, by the bleffing of God, have the in- 

tended effect, 
> A 

























- the pulpit. For,this:reafon t thought myfelfito be ; 
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_ A farther inducement. to. my. proceedingy inethig. 
undertaking, was the confideratiom \ofim ~ being dift 
abled, . by. a painful and ,incurable » di r; froma 
conftant and due performance of that.part of the pafto: 


ral,duty,.which.conGifts in in@ruéting the! people from 





a greater, obligation to:deolare my fentements fromthe 
prefs,.at.4 time, when - the; enemies: of ichriftianity sate 
covering, over the, foundations of it: with:fo-much art 
and: diligence, that, the,wery: traces of at-will foon dit |. 
appear; and be irrecoverably loft, if itsfriends:negieg 
at proper times to mark them out formemory andob: 
fervation., 6.0 soa, 1 roe Svesilygiog 
_ But.after.all,, I muft-confefs, that thesmoft power! 
ful, motive, which pufhed me forward, owhen: I iwasvat 
a ftand, ;and, in a ftate~of*hefitation; was» an:ardént 
defire. of obtaining ‘the. greateft.: reward vand -the 
higheft: honour. ..Qne) verse: invthe prophet Daniel; 
(tit, 3.) by, frequently, :rolling: an. imy . ‘thoughts; "fe 
moved all abftacles, upon, my: being affured: by.perfons 
of learning and approved, fincerity, with whom: Icon: 
fulted, that the publication, of thefe fheets would pro: 
bably contribute towards effecting that end:for which 
fo high, fo-inconceivable a reward is promifed?? 





AIR: Tl C-Ly Bs CXV}o edie! gat 

-e | ° og) D Dis a Ss 
ibis, Month was publifped a new Romance, or Noyelin 
two Volumes in Twelves, entitled, The Hiftory of 
CHARLOTTE SuMMERS, .the, fortunate Parilt 

7 Girl. , rr : aa64 Shit 
LL we ey of’ this performance, is, that 

£ the authofhas- kept’ his name unknown, which 
is'an inftance of his diferetion ; and-thatit is fold by, 
ChatlesCorber, iti’ Fleetftreet!° Price 6's: =e 
ry ; ' 4 i eer naa 
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